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From the President

What’s Going On Here?

H
i, everybody!  We’re all enjoying some pretty good riding weather this season.  It gets a little warm, but then it cools off.  It rains enough that the grass is still growing like it’s April and then it dries out. All-in-all, a pretty good year. That has prompted a huge turnout at our monthly club breakfasts. I think there were 33 present last month at Damon’s! That’s a long way from when we used to get the same old seven or eight!

And club rides! Holy cow! I think there were 16 bikes on Tom Postell’s ride down to Millsboro, DE!

What’s going on, here? Are we having fun, or what? The ride schedule continues to expand (just like my waistline!). Folks are slowly stepping up with their ideas, and that’s really great!  The more vocal you are, the more responsive we can be! Everybody’s got a place they like to go and a favorite way to get there.  Share yours with us and show us the way! We’d like a chance to enjoy it, too!

Some folks are intimidated by the thought of leading a ride.  Fears of “I can’t plan a route” or, “what if I make a mistake” may be preventing you from stepping forward.  Believe me, as paranoid as I am about getting up in front of people, I know how you feel!  Fact is, we all love to ride, so that part comes natural.  We all know HOW to ride, so making a mistake is a non-issue.  You just have to watch your mirrors a little more than usual and you’ll feel right at home in a mile-or-two.

Besides, there could be a nice little surprise waiting for you at the end of your ride!  Not a really big deal, but a nice little token of appreciation for your leadership effort that shows the world that you claim your bragging rights to tell them that “you’ve led a club ride”!  Not bad, huh?

What’s going on here?  Are we having fun, or what? 

I’ll see you on the 10th at Maple Dale.

Product Evaluation

By Dave Cowgill

Draggin’ Jeans
A

t our April breakfast at Maple Dale, you may remember my little fashion show debut.  I was wearing a new pair of “Draggin’ Jeans.”  You know the ones- the Kevlar-lined blue jeans that every bike magazine has photo ads showing the guy sitting on his butt, about to be dragged down the road behind a pickup truck.  (He has actually done that!)

Well, last July, while Linda and I were browsing through the vendor display at the MOA National in Charleston, WVA, we came across the Draggin’ Jeans display.  The jeans used in the ad were there for our examination.  Needless to say, we were impressed!  The denim areas were, as one would expect, completely shredded.  The Kevlar lining was totally intact - not even a frayed thread!

Fast forward to Christmas, and Linda (Bless her!) had given me a pair which I first wore to Maple Dale.  As reported at that time, I found them to be very comfortable.

Now, after several thousand miles of wear and numerous washings, I can offer a more objective opinion: they’re very comfortable!  They are, without a doubt, the most comfortable jeans that I’ve ever worn, right out of the package!

They’re made by riders, for riders, so the details are right on.  Little things, like moving the small watch pocket from the right side to the left, makes reaching for change or a piece of gum so much easier and safer while keeping your right hand on the throttle.

As you can tell, I like mine a lot, and I highly recommend the product.  They’re available in several different cuts, styles and colors in sizes for both men and women.  You can check them out, along with Fast Company’s line of shirts and jackets, on the web at: www.dragginjeans.com
Draggin’ Jeans, classic cut, men: $79.95, plus shipping

Ride Report

By Dave Cowgill

Dinner In Port Deposit

T

he potential for T-storms must have scared everyone away on the evening of Wednesday, June 23, because no club members showed up to accompany us on our little sojourn.  All those that shied away missed perhaps one of the best evening rides of the season.  Our guests, Richard and Sheila Carey of Elkton joined us for a 120 twisty-mile ride through horse farms and field crops. The humidity had dropped and the cool breezes were so pleasant. We chattered and laughed our way through dinner at C. M. Tugs in Port Deposit, MD, one of Cecil County’s best kept secrets.

Afterwards, we motored into the night, not returning home until 10:30 or so. That’s pretty late for us early birds but the starlit night and the company were so pleasant that we just didn’t want it to end.

Keep an eye on the webpage as new rides are constantly being added.  Come to think of it, why not volunteer to lead one yourself?  It’s easy, satisfying and greatly appreciated. Just contact Scott Wasser and he’ll explain how simple it is.

The Special Internet-Only Ride to Buck’s in Rising Sun, Md.

By Ed Lombardi

F
or those of you without Internet access, or for those of you who missed the ride on our web site, Ed Lombardi led an absolutely fantastic ride through the Maryland countryside to Buck’s Restaurant in Rising Sun.  Ed was joined by four others on this trip who thoroughly enjoyed the ride through Elk Mills, Cherry Hill, Pleasant Hill, Zion and Calvert, Md. to the little Cecil County town of Rising Sun.  

The dinner at Buck’s was great, but Bill Borda had to set up a perimeter around his salad and entré to prevent the waitress from taking them before he was finished.  By the way, the crab cakes were to die for.

The trip back was just as enjoyable, with a stop in Nottingham, Pa. for ice cream (and for Bill to install his new license plate), and then a dusk ride through the idyllic rural roads of Oxford, Hickory Hill and Lewisville, PA to Fair Hill, Md., then home. 

The photo above shows, from left, web master Robert Davis and his lovely and witty wife, Cynthia, editor Ed Lombardi and Bill Borda.  Holding the camera is Marilyn Prime. 

It pays to check our web site for these “Internet specials!” 

Free Delaware Maps
 

Three Delaware maps are available at the following website:

www.deldot.net/public.ejs?command=PublicMapRequest 

There is an official Delaware state map and two bicycle maps which include all the secondary and tertiary roads along with their names. One includes New Castle County, and the other has both Kent and Sussex Counties. The maps are free and can be ordered online.  They can be a great help for anyone planning a ride. 

Thanks to Dan Davis for this info.

June Ride Report

By Scott Wasser

 

W

e’ve had rides to BMW dealers, rides to dinner and – according to some participants – even a ride to nowhere.  That meandering journey, which passed through more than a dozen Delaware towns whose names started with “M,” set a MARs record for participation.  There were 16 bikes on the ride, which was led by Tom Postell.  Several of the bikes had passengers.  And in many cases, neither the passenger nor the operator had any idea where they were – let alone that they were passing through a town that started with “M.”
 
Tom knew where he was and where he was going, despite the fact that his circuitous route would have had many participants scratching their heads if they weren’t wearing helmets.  The ride, which immediately followed the club’s June meeting, was supposed to cover just over 100 miles and last a couple of hours.  But Tom apparently planned his ride with a broken odometer and a stopwatch that was wound too tight.  By the time the group reached its Millsboro destination, 121 miles had been covered in just over four hours.
 
Tom made up for that by being an extraordinary ride leader. He kept a pace that everyone could follow, yet was fast enough to keep the riders engaged.  He never missed a turn (Yes, participants, the backtrack at one point was intentional – it was necessary to reach one of those M-towns!) and never lost a rider. It was an interesting and imaginative ride and a spectacular effort for a first-time leader!

 

Other ride leaders took us to Bob’s BMW, to a couple of interesting dinner spots, and even to West Virginia and Gettysburg.  Now we need more club members to volunteer to lead some rides.  Don’t worry, it’s easy. Just pick your favorite route (or a route you’ve always wanted to ride), choose a date, and send me the info so we can post it on our ride calendar.  If you have any questions, need help planning the route or want someone to ride “sweep” for you during the ride, just call or e-mail me.

 

If contributing to the riding pleasure of your fellow club members isn’t motivation enough, remember that the two club members who lead the most rides during the season will receive special prizes at our annual banquet.  And don’t forget that similar first- and second-place prizes are up for grabs for most miles ridden, most miles as a passenger and most rides attended.

 

Here are the contest leaders as of June 30:

Rides led – Ed Lombardi 4, Dave Cowgill 3.

Miles ridden – Paul Reburn 1077, Geoff Ward 917.

Passenger miles – Marilyn Prime 385, Jennifer Ward 345.

Ride participation – Paul Reburn 7, Geoff Ward, Ed Lombardi, Dave Cowgill 6.

Detailed spreadsheets of the ride results are presented at the end of the newsletter.  This may, however, be the first and only time we can included spreadsheets because they will soon become too large – ed.

Upcoming Rides

The following rides are a snapshot of those planned when the newsletter was published.  Other rides may be added during the month, so please check our website often.  For those members who don’t have a computer or e-mail, you can find out about  rides added after the newsletter goes to press by calling our Ride Contest guru, Scott Wasser at 302 736-2317.

Saturday, July 10th
Biker Paul's Birthday Blitz To Beautiful St. Michaels. MD 

The ride will start at the Maple Dale Country Club in Dover after our monthly club breakfast. We will ride to St Michaels and take in the beautiful bay views, museum, light house, shops and great restaurants. Ride with Paul Reburn, our club treasurer, and wish him a happy birthday! 

The ride will end at the rest stop on Route 301 and the distance will be about 120 miles. 

Friday - Sunday, July 30 - August 1

Tom Terrific's Terrifically Tantalizing Trek To Traverse Toweringly Tall Terra-firma Tainted with Tremendously Tempting Twisty Tumbling Two-lane Trails. 

Come ride along as we wind past wineries, and motor through Americana. Do discover delectable delicacies during days of delightful dining. Such succulent sustenance, super sights, and stupendous scenery surely serve to swoon the cyclist’s senses. 

Seriously folks, join Tom Postell on a club ride to the mountains of southwestern PA over a three-day weekend from 7/30 through 8/1. We’ll spend Friday and Saturday nights at the Summit Inn (www.SummitInnResort.com) where we’ll headquarter while we tour this pristine area. They have packages that include just a room, a room and breakfast, or a room with breakfast and dinner. 

This area is rife with American history. Young George Washington traveled extensively here as a British Army Colonel fighting the French and Indians. Natural beauty abounds, as well. The waterfalls at Ohiopyle are quite a spectacle, as are the Frank Lloyd Wright properties of Falling Water and Kentucky Knob, just to the north of the falls. The Youghiogheny Reservoir and Dam at Confluence are also impressive sights. 

This area boasts many small family-owned home-cooking restaurants with vittles sure to please (Good-Cheap-Eats) and we will do our part to scout them out. There is a winery with a mystery dinner theater for those that might want to try it. Ruse’s Roost, a nostalgic drive-in nestled in Hopwood, has been an icon for decades….a must-stop for ice cream. There are many great riding roads in the area, many of which will have you believing you are in Germany. You’d think the ‘Mae West Highway’ was designed and built for motorcycles, and the ‘Turkeyfoot Road’ is probably the best tickly-bump road ever asphalted. Neither of these is ‘the dragon’, but then again, they aren’t a long day’s ride away either. 

We will depart from Middletown, DE on the morning of July 30th. Exact location and time are yet to be determined, but we're thinking of an 8 AM meet for breakfast or 9 AM roll-out without. The weekend's mileage should be close to the 500 mile maximum. 

Tom needs to block rooms at the Inn soon, so please contact him at 302 653-2931 or at Tom.Postell@state.de.us by July 10.  Contacting him earlier is encouraged. 

The nightly rate for the Summit Inn is $159, however, cheaper hotels are available in the area.  Contact Tom for specifics.

Friday, August 6
Ride to the Orioles/Rangers Game in Baltimore 

We'll meet at the rest stop on I-95 in Newark at 5:30 pm and ride to Camden Yards in Baltimore to watch the Orioles beat the Texas Rangers. We'll all ride back together after the game, for a total of about 130 miles. If the game is not a close one, we'll leave a bit early to beat the crowd. 

The tickets will be $15 each and the proceeds will benefit the B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore (Ed Lombardi, the ride leader, is on the board). Ed needs to know by July 9 if you're going, so we can all sit together - please don't just show up without contacting Ed first.  He can be reached at edlombardi@comcast.net or at 302 453-8666. 

Saturday, August 14
Lunch at the Shady Maple Restaurant Near Lancaster, PA 

Join Ed Lombardi for this scenic trip through Amish country to partake in the famous smorgasbord at the Shady Maple Restaurant on Rt. 23, north of Lancaster (www.shady-maple.com/smorgasbord3.htm).  The huge restaurant and it’s large gift shop are famous area landmarks, attracting tourists by the hundreds.

We’ll meet at the Boston Market in the Prices Corner shopping center, at Rt. 141 and Kirkwood Highway, at 11:00 am all gassed up and ready to go. We’ll take a scenic route to the Shady Maple and another scenic route back – it’s difficult not to take a scenic route on this trip! 

This is going to be a leisurely ride and we should be back around 4:00 pm.  The ride will end at a mutually agreeable location in the Newark area, and we should do about 100 miles or so. 

	Miles
	
	4/10
	4/24
	5/1
	5/8
	5/12
	5/16
	5/29
	6/12
	6/13
	6/23
	6/29
	Total Rides
	Total Mileage

	Paul
	Reburn
	72
	86
	114
	60
	28
	217
	500
	DNF
	
	
	
	7
	1077

	Geoff
	Ward
	72
	
	
	60
	28
	217
	500
	
	40
	
	
	6
	917

	Jay
	Schmittinger
	DNF
	86
	DNF
	60
	
	217
	500
	
	
	
	
	4
	863

	Ed
	Lombardi
	72
	86
	
	
	
	217
	
	121
	40
	
	47
	6
	583

	Dave
	Cowgill
	72
	86
	
	
	28
	
	
	121
	40
	120
	
	6
	467

	Tom
	Postell
	
	86
	
	60
	
	
	
	121
	40
	
	
	4
	307

	Dan
	Davis
	
	
	114
	60
	DNF
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	3
	295

	Scott
	Wasser
	
	86
	114
	60
	
	
	
	DNF
	
	
	
	3
	260

	Keith
	Seirs
	72
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	3
	253

	Mike
	Dobson
	72
	86
	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	218

	Dean
	Smith
	72
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	2
	193

	Amy
	Anderson
	72
	
	
	60
	28
	
	
	DNF
	
	
	
	3
	160

	Mike
	Anderson
	72
	
	
	60
	28
	
	
	DNF
	
	
	
	3
	160

	Mike
	Hrivnak
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Matt
	Novacich
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Todd
	Newman
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Vito
	Tassone
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Bill
	Bonda
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Andy
	Travnicek
	
	86
	
	
	28
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	114

	Sandy
	Travnicek
	
	86
	
	
	28
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	114

	Sam
	Nolan
	
	86
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	86

	Pete
	Mazzella
	72
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	72

	Joe
	Melchiore
	
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	60

	George
	Plummer
	
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	60

	Larry
	Schmittinger
	
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	60

	Dave
	Wooten
	
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	60

	Robert
	Davis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	47
	1
	47

	Bud
	Heberling
	
	
	
	
	28
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	28

	Brian
	Cowgill
	DNF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Rick
	Fuller
	
	
	
	DNF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Debbie
	Fuller
	
	
	
	DNF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Ronda
	Wasser
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	DNF
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Passenger
	 
	4/10
	4/24
	5/1
	5/8
	5/12
	5/16
	5/29
	6/12
	6/13
	6/23
	6/29
	Total Rides
	Total Mileage

	Marilyn
	Prime
	
	
	
	
	
	217
	
	121
	
	
	47
	3
	385

	Jennifer
	Ward
	
	
	
	60
	28
	217
	
	
	40
	
	
	4
	345

	Linda
	Cowgill
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	40
	120
	
	3
	281

	Marjorie
	Postell
	
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	121
	40
	
	
	3
	221

	Barbara
	Siers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Donna
	Hrivnak
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Tracy
	Novacich
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	121
	
	
	
	1
	121

	Postell
	Jr.
	
	86
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	86

	Ronda
	Wasser
	
	
	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	60

	Cynthia
	Davis
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	
	
	
	
	47
	2
	47

	Total 
	
	0
	1
	0
	3
	1
	3
	0
	
	3
	
	
	
	


	Ride Leaders
	4/10
	4/24
	5/1
	5/8
	5/12
	5/16
	5/29
	6/12
	6/13
	6/23
	6/29
	Total Rides Led

	Ed Lombardi
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	
	1
	4

	Dave Cowgill
	1
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3

	Scott Wasser
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Dan Davis
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	John Schmittinger
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	Tom Postell
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
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Next Breakfast


Our next breakfast will be at the Maple Dale Country Club in Dover at 9 am on Saturday, July 10. 














