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From the Editor

Christmas Traditions

I

t’s certainly no secret that another holiday season is upon us.  Most folks are developing a love/hate relationship with ‘The Mall’, and the UPS/FedEx guys are the most wanted men in town! And as I try to write this, it’s tough to concentrate on the mission-at-hand because the fragrance of baking cookies fills our home.

What I enjoy about Christmas are the enduring traditions that we observe year after year.  At our church, we participate in the Adopt-A-Family program. Each member of a sponsored family has listed their needs and desires and members of our congregation choose gifts from that list to be purchased, wrapped and delivered to the family by Christmas Eve.  The church has received letters of thanks that truly warm one’s soul! It’s a wonderful feeling to be able to bring joy like that into the lives of those less fortunate.

Another tradition for us is to attend the candlelight service on Christmas Eve at my mother’s church. The church is beautiful-bathed in the light of hundreds of candles.  Mom sings in the choir and the service is always a wonderful experience. Afterwards we go to mom’s house where we wait patiently for her to change, gather her gifts, extra clothes, and a stack of freshly baked cranberry bread that she gives out each year. Finally, we load her and her ‘pack’ into our sleigh car and head home. We arrive around 1:00 am, get mom nestled into the guest room then ‘Santa Dave’ and ‘Mrs. Claus’ place the gifts under the tree in readiness for Christmas morning, which arrives all too soon!

It’s a festive time with Brian and Marie arriving, along with our ‘grand-dog’, Madison, in time for a huge family breakfast! It’s a wonderful feeling to be surrounded by so much joy, laughter and love!

Whatever you celebrate, and whatever your traditions may be, Linda and I wish you the very best of holidays and we’ll see you at Damon’s on the 11th.

From the Editor  

I
t’s December and you can tell the riding season is over for some of us buy the size of this month’s newsletter, there are no ride reports, no rally photographs and no list of upcoming rides.  The listings of open houses at motorcycle dealers and upcoming charity rides are also over until next season.  Regrettably, Mother Nature is forcing many of our bikes into hibernation for the next 100 days or so.  As a result, some of us will be parking our bikes and giving up riding altogether until we turn the clocks forward again in early April.  Some others will take the extra steps to drain the fuel tank, change the oil, remove the battery or connect the trickle charger.

Some of us, but not all. 

Believe or not, there are many Mid-Atlantic Riders who are put off by the thought of trickle chargers, gas additives, or even the word “storage.” We’re thinking instead of heated gloves, thermal underwear, layered clothing and all those crisp, clear winter riding days that lay ahead.  Of course, we don’t ride if there’s a chance of ice or if snow or sleet is forecast, but that still leaves plenty of great 40°+ days ahead.  (Ok, ok, we all have stories of riding on 15° days, but let’s get real here.)

In short, we’re not shutting down the club because it’s a bit chilly out; some of us will still be riding every chance we get.  However, because we won’t know if the weather will be suitable too far in advance, most of our rides will be extemporaneous for the next few months and we’ll get the word out via e-mail rather than the web site or in the newsletter.  As usual with this club, the ride destinations will involve food, however, there’ll be more rides to places with hot chocolate.  

We hope to see you on some of our upcoming rides, but be sure to introduce yourself because we may not recognize you under that ski mask.

MARS Mid-Winter Banquet

W

e know you haven’t forgotten, but in case it temporarily slipped your mind,  (Old age has a tendency to do that.) please plan to attend our second annual mid-winter banquet at the Maple Dale Country Club in Dover on Saturday, January 29th.  Many of the details are in the November newsletter.  We had a wonderful time last year, eating, dancing, eating, meeting other members, eating and receiving gifts and awards.  Did I mention the food? The first five members reading this sentence will receive a gold dollar at the next club breakfast.  The social hour begins at 6 pm, with dinner at 7.  After dessert we’ll dance until they ask us to leave at 11 pm or so.  

Our treasurer, Paul Reburn, needs your check for $30 per person by December 15th.  So if you haven’t mailed it in yet, please try to do it in the next week or so.  Paul’s address is

1121 Mayflower Drive, Newark, DE, 19711. 

As we did last year, we’ll give away door prizes and to ensure everyone receives one we’re again asking each member and guest to bring an unwrapped gift to the banquet.  It need not be motorcycle related and you shouldn’t spend more than about ten bucks on it.  The editor received a rubberized flashlight last year that’s small enough to fit under the seat of his K-bike.  

Since this is a club sponsored activity, the treasury is covering some of cost, so come out and enjoy yourself while getting a return for your dues and from all those 50-50 raffles you lost.

The highlight of this year’s banquet will undoubtedly be the announcement by Scott Wasser of the winners of last season’s mileage contest.  Scott and Rhonda did a wonderful job of managing this contests, even though it’s easier to understand the words to Louie, Louie than some of the rules.  The category of Most Rides Led During A Partial Solar Eclipse should draw the most excitement.

The Perfect MARS Gifts  

J
udging by the mall parking lots, there must be some big holiday coming up, and luckily the Mid-Atlantic Riders can help you with your gift giving needs this year.  This holiday season you can visit two sites for motorcycle related clothing and goodies.  

Just click on the wrapped present to be taken to our private website that’s chock full of gifts for the MARS member in your family.  Your club will receive a small rebate on each purchase.  Our site has T-shirts, golf shirts, mugs, ball caps, Frisbees and license plate frames.  There’s even a line of men and women’s underwear with the MARS logo. (That’s a Christmas morning visual we’d rather not dwell on.)  

MARS also has a rebate agreement with Autumn Riders on their line of high quality custom embroidered clothing.  Click on the jacket at left to go to their site where you’ll be taken step-by-step through a process of having a bike exactly like yours embroidered on a wide selection of clothing.  You can also have your name, or your bike’s model, embroidered on the clothing along with the bike.

Note: When ordering from Autumn Riders, make sure you put the words "MARS Club" in the "Special Instructions" window when you order online.  By the way, orders of six or more items sent to the same address gets you a 20% discount.  Not bad.  If you’d rather deal with them on the phone, make sure you tell them you’re in the MARS club.  For those members without internet access, you can call Autumn Riders at 1-866-644-0280 to request a catalog and to place an order.  

We hope you’ll find something on one of these sites that you can’t live without, and the rebates our treasury receives will allow us to subsidize more events, so it’s a win-win situation. 

A special thanks to Robert Davis for doing all the work to set up both programs for us.

(For those with internet access who receive a paper newsletter, the web site for the MARS logo merchandise is www.cafepress.com/bmwoa_mars and for Autumn Riders it’s www.autumnriders.com.)

The MARS Program for Seriously Ill Members

T

he club will send a bouquet on behalf of the entire membership to a member, spouse/significant other or child if he or she is hospitalized or recuperating at home.  Although we’ve sent several bouquets over the past year, we think most members don’t know of our policy.  

Please don’t hesitate to let one of the board members know if a club member, or someone in his or her family, is seriously ill.
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Next Breakfast


Our next breakfast will be at Damon’s in New Castle at 9 AM on Saturday, December 11.  We’ll go on a ride afterwards, weather permitting.   
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