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From the Editor

I

’ll start off by wishing each and every one of you a healthy, prosperous and happy New Year, and I hope all of your holiday wishes came true. 


We had a wonderful Christmas together with our families, and enjoyed every minute.  There were a few motorcycle goodies under the tree, and I’ve already started looking at some maps and beginning to make some plans.

It’s ‘way cool that some of you folks are planning some rides, too.  Some of those plans are for the entire MARS group to enjoy, so make sure that you make arrangements to join us.  There are going to be some new approaches to some of the rides, which will include new roads, new destinations and some new accommodations, too: the Great Outdoors!  There are lots of new ideas for the New Year.

One of the new ideas is a week-long trip to motorcycling’s ‘nirvana’: The Alps! Jay Schmittinger has put together a group package that is all inclusive, except air fare, for a first-class guided ride through parts of Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and Italy for FAR less than the rides offered by the leading names in Alpine touring.  Jay, his brother Larry and Joe Melchiorre went last year and the photos and stories that they brought back were AWESOME!  If you are even remotely interested in joining us, call Jay right away as space is limited and the deadline is quickly approaching.

Another new idea is the weekend ride that’s planned for early May to Pennsylvania’s ‘Grand Canyon;’ our fearless webmeister, Davis, is leading this one.  We’ll be staying at a scenic campground that also offers cabins.  If neither of those options throw your switch, the town of Wellsboro has many motels from which to choose.  

Grand Canyon Grandeur

By Robert Davis

I

s there a virtue inherent in the thing itself?  Or is it a trick in the construction of the eye? We do not know. But of this much we can be certain: All natural creation is beautiful. The shapes of trees. The feel of wind. The sound of water. The expanse of sky. The odor of pines.  An open fire. The antics of a squirrel. Many a religion has been founded on a desire to thank God for His good work revealed on a Spring day.  Add to these prayers of praise a twisty road and nicely purring engine under your seat and you’ve got a whole buncha grinnin’ old MARS bikers tootin’ round the Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania in May, and just lovin’ it.


The site is Stony Fork Creek campground. The people seem darn nice. The rates are cheap. The camp has more acreage than most, so we will not be crowded. The place is located a mere 7 miles from the Grand Canyon, twenty miles the other side of Williamsport.

Just down the road, the village of Slate Run has a restaurant which comes highly recommended.  Nearby Wellsboro has a diner called The Little Metal Car which sure sounds like breakfast to me.  Stony Fork Camp has a lake and a stream, both of which are stocked in late April, so bring your pole.  See the campsite website at www.stonyforkcamp.com and drool. If you like the idea, come on and join us.

Friday May 13th we’ll leave Newark around 2pm.  Saturday we will tour the Canyon and Sunday morning we’ll try and get to things we may have missed.  On mid-day  on Sunday we’ll head back and should be back in time to mow the yard.

So far, nine bikes have said we want to go. Including pillions, that makes 15 nature worshippers already.  Of the nine bikers, six want to tent.  I am going to sew up sites this month for those who have already said they want to go.  All the camps up that way agree that sites fill up fast.  So if you want to join us, let me know soon so I can call the camp to add a site;  reservations must be made early.

Those who prefer a cabin or motel, please make your own arrangements.  Again, commit early.  The cabins, the better B&Bs, and the lodges will fill up soon. There are, however, several ordinary motels in Wellsboro. See www.wellsboropa.com for a complete list, along with phone numbers (To get the list, click “Accommodations” on the left side of the page.)

Temperatures on last May 15 in nearby Williamsport were a high of 82° and a low of 62°, which was abnormally warm.  The average high is 71° and the average low 47° - leather weather.  Average rain was zilch, give or take a few drops.  See a detailed trip planner at the Weather Underground here and plan your clothing accordingly.

I'm stoked.   If you want to come along, drop me a line at annie@webmost.com so I can put you on the list.

Mid-Winter Banquet Reminder

A

s most of you know, on Saturday evening, January 29th MARS will be having its second annual mid-winter banquet at the Maple Dale Country Club in Dover.  We needed to know the expected number of guests by December 15 in order to reserve a room of the proper size.  
 

Well, we easily met the minimum for the room we wanted (the one with the fireplace next to the dance floor) but we still have room for a few more members and their guests.  So if you were thinking of coming to the banquet but thought you missed the deadline, you still have a little bit of time left.  Send a check for$30 per person to Paul Reburn at 1121 Mayflower Drive, Newark, DE 19711 as quickly as possible so you can enjoy the festivities with us.

 

The social hour starts at 6:00 pm with dinner and dancing to follow.  We sincerely hope to see you there!
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Next Breakfast


Our next breakfast will be at Damon’s in New Castle at 9 AM on Saturday, December 11.  We’ll go on a ride afterwards, weather permitting.   




















Next Breakfast


Our next breakfast will be at the Maple Dale Country Club in Dover at 9 AM on Saturday, January 8. We’ll have a ride afterwards, weather permitting.   























