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From the President 
 

he April breakfast meeting was our largest in a long while.  We 
had 27 members show up 
including a few faces we haven’t 

seen in about a year.  I guess it was 
that great weather in early April that 
did it (or it provided a brief respite 
from that long honey-do list).  
Thanks everyone for coming out and 
keeping our club vibrant and active.    
 
Paul Reburn’s ride to the Indian 
Steps Museum after the breakfast drew over a dozen riders, also the 
largest group we’ve seen in a while.  (See photo – that Bill Borda just 
had to stand in front of Bud Heberling, didn’t he?)  The panoramic 

vista from the 
overlook at the 

Susquehannock 
State Park was 
impressive as 
usual and the 
severe clear skies 
only added to the 
spectacular view.  
The twisty road 
leading to Muddy 
Run Park was 
much, much too 
short.  Had we 
had the time, 

several of us would have ridden it again.  This is a great stretch of 
road to practice your sharp turns.  Unfortunately, the Indian Steps 
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Next Breakfast 
Our next breakfast will be at the Maple Dale 
Country Club in Dover at 9 AM on Saturday, 
May 14 and we’ll ride to Crisfield, MD 
afterwards, weather permitting.   

museum was closed for the season, but we walked the grounds and read the plaques 
posted around the site.   
 
Lunch at Wesley’s in Fair Hill, MD provided an opportunity for use to introduce 
ourselves to new members Ken and Anne Lewis.  Ken had interesting stories about his 

Honda ST1300; if you run into him at 
a club breakfast or ride, ask him to tell 
you some of them. 
 
We were credited with 123 miles for 
the ride, but Paul, was credited with a 

well deserved 125 miles.  (It’s a long story.) 
 
It’s not a long story to tell you that Rick and Debbie Fuller won the 50-50 raffle at our 
April breakfast.  Rick and Debbie, and our treasury, are each $31 richer. 
 
While on the subject of raffles, I would like to remind you just how important they are to 
our financial well being.  Your dues go a long way to help us fund club events, but they 
are not be the sole source of our income, if they were we would be doing less events and 
would not have helmet headsets, banquets, crab feasts and pool parties.  So please bring 
a few extra dollars to the breakfast and participate in the drawings.  So far, raffle 
participation has allowed us to postpone any increase in dues, and we want that to 
continue as long as possible.   
 
The Law of Averages tells us that you’re going to win if you keep buying tickets–just ask 
Rick and Debbie.  
 
Sadie Hawkins Rides Again 
Robert Davis 
 

adie Hawkins day began with a Li’l Abner cartoon on November 15 in 1937. The 
idea is very simple: from time to time girls get to decide.  It’s a good idea so let’s do 
it.  Let’s have a ride or two led by our patient pillion partners to a place of their 

choosing. 
 

The official Sadie Hawkins day is celebrated on the anniversary of the 
cartoon.  November, however, is too darn cold for everyone else but me, 
so I propose we celebrate Sadie Hawkins September instead.  Here is 
how it would work: 
 
Any passenger may propose and organize a ride of her own choosing to a 
destination of her own choosing on a date of her own choosing.  She can 
plan, gather the troops and navigate.  The rider in front will simply be a 
chauffeur for this event.  She says jump, we ask how high on the way up.  

No complaints guys if we wind up perching on the husband bench at a shopping outlet 
for hours.  Suitable oohs and aahs will be required utterance guys at said flower show, 
and we shall line up for tickets to the blind Italian tenor without demur. 
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The passenger who leads this event can even get credit as a ride leader!  After all, 
organization and direction is the real essence of leadership.  However, you cannot get 
credit for leader and passenger miles on the same ride.  
 
The perfect Sadie Hawkins ride would take us to a destination which we guys would 
never choose but which we would enjoy.  However, I am sure we have dragged you to 
plenty of destinations, which did not fit that bill in reverse, so this is not a requirement.  
 
There can be any number of such events; the month is yours. 
 
Put your thinking caps on ladies and name the place. Surf MapQuest and plan the way 
there.  Set a date and we shall take you without demur.  Why?  Well, you know why, but 
I would break the Manly Code of Conduct were I to mention why.  We await your 
commands. 
 
Americade Accommodations 
 

eorge Plumber and Larry Schmittinger have space available at their two bedroom 
suite at Lake George for Americade on June 5 thru June 11.  The total for the 
week will be $280.00 per person.  If interested call Larry at 302-235-0102 days, 

or 302-235-5500 evenings. 
 
Circle Your Calendar 
Saturday, June 25 
Pool Party at Jay and Susan Schmittinger’s 

 
lease join us for what is becoming a MARS annual rite of summer.  Jay and Susan 
Schmittinger will again host a pool party and picnic at their lakeside estate just 
south of Smyrna.  In addition to 

members and guests, children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews are 
also encouraged to attend.  Everyone is 
encouraged to bring their swimsuit and 
pool toys.  The Schmittingers’ 
neighbors, however, have requested 
that men not wear Spandex again this 
year. 
 
This is the second party Jay and Susan 
have hosted; the first was an 
unforgettable event.  (See photo.)  You 
may have heard that the police and vice 
squad broke up things up around 2 am last year, but that’s an unfounded rumor.  If you 
plan to attend, please call Susan first at (302) 653-6200 to find out what to bring – we 
don’t want seven bowls of potato salad.  The club will provide beverages, chips, ice, etc. 
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MARS Annual Club Rally 
 

ARS will be having a fall rally again this year.  Last year, as you may remember, 
we visited the twisty back roads of western Maryland.  This year we’re going to 
do an even more spectacular rally through the back roads of Virginia and West 

Virginia.  For those of you who like to plan, please reserve the Columbus Day weekend 
of Oct. 7-10, 2005 for a spectacular ride weekend centered on the little town of 
Winchester, Virginia.  Like last year’s rally, we’ll stay in the same hotel for the entire 
rally, thus eliminating the need to pack and repack luggage every day.  This will also 
allow those who prefer to explore Winchester to stay behind while some others ride.  
We’ll have an automobile available for use by those staying behind.  For a quick look at 
Winchester, click here.  
 
More details will follow in later newsletters.  For a sneak peak at the ride scheduled for 
Sunday, October 9, click here.   
 
Helmet Headsets 
Ed Lombardi 
 

he club recently acquired two high-quality helmet headsets for our rides.  These, 
along with the two Motorola FRS radios donated by Marilyn Prime and me, will 
allow the lead and tail riders to communicate with each other over a 3 - 6 mile 

range.  If you plan to lead a ride, please see me sometime before the ride to get the 
radios and headsets.   
  
If you'd like to have your own FRS radios, they can be purchased for about $60 a pair, at 
Radio Shack, Best Buy or Circuit City.  (You'll need a Motorola T-series radio to use our 
headsets.)  Let me know if you'd like to buy your own helmet headset and I'll give you 
options and prices. 
 
Why You Should Pass Gas On A Club Ride 
 Scott Wasser 
  

t took less than a mile of riding before most of the thirteen riders and passengers 
who departed Damon’s for the first official club 
ride of the season were sitting on the side of the 

road scratching their heads… er, helmets. 
  
The April 9 outing promised to be a good one.  Ride 
leader Paul Reburn had an interesting route planned 
for his journey to the Indian Steps Museum near 
Lancaster, PA, and bright sunshine and climbing 
temperatures greeted the riders who had decided to 
follow Paul.  But their engines were barely warmed 
up when the ride leader pulled to the shoulder and everyone else followed suit. 
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…except for one rider, who said something to Paul and then took off. As he headed down 
the road, Paul stood alongside his bike watching the lone rider head off into the sunset 
(Not really, but that sounded good, didn’t it?).  When Paul made no effort to re-mount 
his bike, the 11 other folks now on the side of the rode began wondering what was going 
on.  The ride leader explained that someone had neglected to fill up his bike before the 
ride.  He suggested that this wasn’t the first time that had happened. 
  
That and a couple of other incidents during the ride made me think that it probably 
would be a good idea to use this space to remind everyone about some group riding 
basics.  It won’t take long and I’ll try to make it interesting, so please read on if you plan 
to participate in any club rides this season. 
  
The first rule of group riding is to make like a Boy or Girl Scout and BE PREPARED!  
That not only means bringing your riding gear and making sure you’re bike isn’t going to 
fall apart during the ride, but also making sure it has fuel in it. Unless the ride 
description specifies a fuel stop early in the journey, you owe it to your fellow riders to 
have a full tank of gas when the group leaves the parking lot.  Even if you’re running late 
for the meeting and don’t have time to fill up en route, run out during breakfast or leave 
breakfast early so you can return in time for the ride with a full tank.  Making everyone 
wait while you get gas is rude and inconsiderate. 
  
Another rule of the road is to keep an eye on the bike behind you. Our president recently 
donated a pair of two-way radios and purchased a pair of headsets so that the riders at 
the front and back of the pack can communicate with each other and hopefully keep the 
“herd” together. But doing so isn’t difficult if everyone on a ride remembers that they are 
responsible for the rider behind them. If that rider slows down or pulls over, you should 
do the same.  And the person in front of you should react accordingly when he or she 
sees you pull over. If everyone is paying attention, pretty soon the whole pack is where it 
should be. 
  
Because that didn’t happen on the first ride of the season, we had a situation on Route 1 
near Wilmington that was absolutely nuts.  The group got split up by a traffic light, and 
some of the riders who made the light kept going while others pulled over.  Then some 
of them pulled over, but in a different area farther down the road.  When the light 
changed, those who had been caught at it didn’t know what to do.  Before you knew it, 
there were bikes pulling over, bikes pulling out, bikes stopping here, bikes stopping 
there, and a few bikes that kept going past the intended turning point on the route. It 
was like a Three Stooges routine – only far more dangerous than getting a pie in the face 
or being poked in the eye by Moe.  And all of that nonsense could have easily been 
avoided if the rider directly in front of the bikes that got caught at the light had just 
pulled over and each rider in front of him, in turn, had done the same. 
  
While we’re on the subject of rider responsibility, the other problem that reared its head 
on the ride was bike positioning.  The simple rule is that when you’re riding in a group 
and the road is wide enough to permit it, bikes should be staggered within the lane.  
That is, one bike should be on one side of the lane and the one behind and in front of it 
should be on the other side of the lane, making the whole group of bikes look like a 
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drunken snake.  There are several good reasons for this kind of positioning, but we don’t 
need to go into them now. 
  
The important thing is to simply remember to stay to one side of the lane or the other.  
And no, you don’t have to ride on the yellow line or shoulder to do this. Just ride on the 
opposite side of the center of the lane as the bike in front of you.  I’ve heard different 
theories about which side of the lane the ride leader should be in, but my thought is that 
road, traffic and riding conditions will dictate that on a case-by-case basis.  If you’re 
leading, please favor one side of the lane or the other so that everyone can fall in line (or, 
more accurately in this case, out of line) with you.  Riders in the group, meanwhile, 
should be prepared to change lane positions or even fall into single file as the leader’s 
actions and road/riding conditions change. 
  
The last point about positioning involves stopping.  Although lines should generally be 
staggered while bikes are moving, stopping should be done in double-file.  This tightens 
up the herd and makes a group of motorcyclists much less obnoxious to the folks in 
cages who are sharing the road with us. If the bikes are staggered they way they should 
be while moving, you’re in perfect position to pull up alongside the bike in front of you 
at a stoplight.  Whenever possible, you should also depart the same time as the bike next 
to you, but this requires having a certain amount of confidence in the person who is 
operating that bike. 
  
If everyone follows the suggestions I’ve touched on in this article, your level of 
confidence in the person on that bike next to you will undoubtedly soar. 
 
Tire Fatigue 
Bud Heberling 

 
n acquaintance from Poland once remarked on the difficulties of learning to speak 
English.  He said situations where the same word can have two entirely different 
meanings often cause him equal parts consternation and 

comic relief.  He cited the word “tire” as an example.  “Tire” can 
mean the round piece of rubber that keeps you on the road – or, 
it can mean that physiological condition that should keep you off 
the road.  Homonyms as they’re called make one wonder what in 
the world Mr. Webster was thinking when he invented this 
language of ours!      
 
A Perfect Riding Day:  A recent tire swap on my ‘02 BMW 
R1150R caused me some physiological conditions as well as some 
wasted riding time.  One beautiful April day, having just enjoyed 
a chilidog and root beer lunch, I was anticipating a day of riding 
wherever the roads might take me.  Uh Oh!  As I approached my 
motorcycle in the A&W parking lot, I spied a few cords and what 
appeared to be a nail peeking at me from my rear tire.  Great!  I knew that after 8,000 
miles my Metzeler Z6 was reaching the end of its life–well, it obviously should have 
been retired (another homonym?) several hundred miles ago!  You see, the rear Z6 is 
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designed with no center grooves.  Metzeler says the front tire pumps water off the 
roadway just prior to the rear tire’s arrival.  Seems to work well, only trouble is, it’s 
tough to determine rear tread depth because there are no tread grooves on the center 
portion–the area that wears quickest on most Delaware motorcycles.  I’d been keeping 
an eye on my tires.  A blind eye, I guess!  I should have been checking the entire tread 
surface since the cords were visible only along one 10” swath.  Great!  A beautiful day of 
riding scrubbed, and now I had to nurse this thing home.  I guess things could have been 
worse.  Tire pressure was fine–I do keep up with that.  I worried, however, that a direct 
hit on a broken clamshell or sharp pebble at one of those cords could cause a puncture, 
resulting in a rapid loss of all air pressure!   
 
Ordering Tires:  After berating myself for being a stupid, stupid man who doesn’t 
deserve to own a motorcycle, I started home.  En route, I stopped at two motorcycle 
shops, neither had my tires in stock.  Imagine a similar situation while trying get tires 
for your car or SUV…  Who would stand for that?  We must love our motorcycles!  The 
second shop said a new set might arrive tomorrow if I ordered them immediately; their 
vendor had the Z6’s in stock and shipping usually takes just one day.  Not this time…  It 
took two days.  The price was very reasonable, $25 to $30 more than 
southwestmototires.com would have charged for the pair.  Upon returning home, I 
dejectedly removed both wheels from my motorcycle.  True Story - I squandered the 
rest of this beautiful day on yard work – resulting in an infected finger–a doctor’s 
office examination; antibiotic prescription, injured finger soaking in hot water, 
doctor’s office re-examination, etc.  Better attention to tire fatigue would have 
prevented such  
 
Mounting Tires:  Now it was time to negotiate with the Service Department.  I guess 
Parts and Service aren’t on speaking terms at this shop.  After a bit of begging and 
sweet-talking, they fit me into their schedule.  Since I had purchased the tires there, I 
got the special mounting / balancing rate of $20 each.  However, because their spin 
balancer lacks BMW adapters, they couldn’t balance the rear tire.  No discount though.  
I tossed the wheels into my Miata and drove home on another beautiful day.  I normally 
order my tires from southwestmototires.com.  Harbeson Cycle (856-4326) always does 
a perfect mounting job for $20 each.  In addition, they have never scratched my wheels 
– the same can’t be said for a certain Dover shop….   
 
Balancing Tires:  I balance my own tires.  Marcparnes.com sold me a beautifully 
designed balancing setup a few years ago that works great.  With two hours to kill before 
work, I wanted to at least get the wheels balanced, reinstalled and test ridden.  While 
removing the old wheel weights, I noticed the two red paint dots on the tires were not 
where I expected them to be; they’re usually right at the valve stem.  Not this time!  The 
front was off by maybe 30 degrees - the rear by 180!  Uh Oh!   
 
Metzler.com clearly addresses this:  How does Metzeler mark its tires for 
balancing?  Metzeler ONLY marks the DOT (code) side of the tire with either one or 
two red or yellow paint dots.  These are to be lined up with the valve stem.  If the tire 
does not have any red or yellow dots on the DOT side of the tire, then do not worry 
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about placement on the rim.  And every street tire must be balanced to provide proper 
handling and performance.  

 
To put it mildly, I was less than happy.  I’m not an overly meticulous person–my 
motorcycle is rarely very clean.  It’s never spotless.  But, I’d paid professionals $40 to 
have the tires properly mounted.  Also, the fewer wheel weights used-the better.  If the 
lightest spot on the tire is not at the heaviest spot of the wheel, extra wheel weights 
would probably be required.  Besides, I didn’t want any fellow MARS members noticing 
my error at our next club meeting.  ☺  I deflated the tire and tried to rotate it around to 
the proper position on the wheel.  My efforts proved futile.  Maybe it was because I 
couldn’t grip the wheel very well - what with my infected finger and all.  Next day 
(raining of course because it was my day off) I returned to the shop and explained my 
dissatisfaction.  Initially, I was advised that the red dots could go at the valve stem or 
180 degrees away from the valve stem.  That didn’t explain why the front was 30 degrees 
away.  Anyway, I quoted Mezeler.com’s web site.  The mechanic instantly said “OK” and 
fixed the mistake.  Later, after reinstalling the wheels, I realized the shop had failed to 
re-inflate them.  Great!  Luckily, the beads were seated and held air.  Good thing–I just 
knew I would have absolutely blown a gasket! 
 
Tire Fatigue Lessons:  I don’t fault the motorcycle shop.  Although, an apology for 
my wasted time and two gallons of dinosaur juice would have made me feel better, I was 
the dummkopf riding around on a dangerously worn tire.  I need to be much more 
aware of the condition of my tires.  I need to inspect the whole tire at least once every 
riding day.  In addition, I need to keep spares on hand.  I could have visited any number 
of places, even Wal-Mart, to purchase in-stock tires for my pickup truck or for one of our 
two cars.  Motorcycle tires are a different matter….  In addition, I need to examine all 
mounted tires closely before leaving the shop.  Some things I’ll look for:   
 

1) Rotation Arrow Direction  
2) Light Spot at Valve Stem   
3) Valve Stem Condition   
4) Inflation  
5) Overall Condition  
6) New Wheel Scratches 
 

Please, pay attention to your tires and don’t let Tire Fatigue ruin your day! 
 
A Do-It-Yourself Ride Contest 
 
The following information was received from Dave Cwi, a contributor to the BMW 
Motorcycles Owners Association magazine. 
--- 
Chat among the Internet BMW riders and input from Karol Patzer who runs the  
MOA mileage contest has led to a "create your own" mileage contest (or just 
log your annual miles and we'll keep track of them).  Go to this web site:  
www.mileageslaves.com.  You can record your own miles to track them or 
create a contest that for sure you will win!  Voni Glaves is the rules commissioner 
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--which is interesting as there are no rules!  If someone in your club on 
behalf of your club wants to "organize" your own mileage contest, let them know. 
You will simply need a club code.  The Internet BMW Riders code is IBMWR if you 
are also an Internet BMW rider.   
 
The site includes event listings--an excuse to go for a ride if you need one!  An 
expanding great roads listing will be added [feel free to send your local roads list].  And 
don't forget to click the link for the RiderToRider.com charity effort to help clubs who 
are in turn helping crashed riders.     
 
This is an all-volunteer effort so if we are slow getting back to you it may be because we 
are out riding.  Also, go to the MOA Forum to see relevant postings.   
 
 
 
 


