
Now here are some 

common sense ground 

rules as I see them:  The 

other end of town is easy.  

Havre de Grace may be 

worth a beer.  But the Blue 

Ridge would definitely 

mean you pay the gas.  Of 

course, if you just borrow 

the trailer to tote your ride 

to the dealer yourself 

behind your own vehicle, 

or some such, then no 

sweat.  Other than that, for 

this to work, the main rule 

is that you must not feel 

the least diffident about 

calling.  You are not 

imposing.  This is a service 

and a right which you 

purchase with your MARS 

membership. 

In the weeks to come, I will 

print up some business 

cards with my home and 

cell and Rogers home and 

cell numbers, as well as 

numbers for anyone else 

with a trailer who wants to 

be involved.  You can pick 

these up at any of our 

regular meetings, stick one 

in your wallet, and 

hopefully you will never 

need it. 

In the meantime, scribble 

this down: 

Robert Davis                       

C:  (302)  345-0807              

H: (302)  733-0683 

Rogers George                     

C:  (302) 983-6219                         

H:  (302) 731-5948 

While the Red Head and I 

were catching trout at the 

lake, many mannerly 

Martians met at Maple 

Dale where the man with 

two front names presided 

over a discussion of what 

shall we spend our money 

on.  Ironically, the first 

suggestion was one which 

we can take care of 

without spending a single 

splendid sponduit.  Iôm 

talking about a Martian 

rescue trailer.  

Say, for instance, you are 

at the other end of town 

when your rear tire goes 

flat.  Say you are racing 

home one night through 

Havre de Grace when 

torrential rain drowns out a 

coil leaving you limping on 

one lung.  Say you are 

halfway down the Blue 

Ridge Parkway when you 

drop your ride and break 

your leg.  At least three of 

these scenarios have 

happened to me.  How 

cool it would be to just pick 

up the phone and dial 

MARS Rescue, knowing 

that your MARS 

membership entitles you to 

a free tow home. 

Well, it turns out that I 

have a little trailer, and so 

does Rogers George, the 

man with two front names.  

Mine has a four foot wide 

ramp you can roll your ride 

up.  His has a tilt bed.  

Both are conveniently low 

and small.  The advantage 

of the ramp is that you 

donôt have to play seesaw 

once you get your bike to 

the balance point.  The 

advantage of the tilt kind is 

that you donôt have to 

worry about the ramp 

bonking any bits that hang 

over on a really long bike.  

We are both willing to drop 

what we are doing and run 

after a stranded fellow 

Martian.  The advantage of 

having two trailers and two 

volunteers is that it 

doubles your chances of 

catching one of us at home 

when you really need us.  

The advantage of having 

three volunteers would be 

even more so; so if you 

have a trailer and want to 

join the rescue squad, give 

me a holler 

and Iôll add 

you to the 

list.  Hereôs 

the thing 

though:  

you must 

be ready, 

willing, and 

able. 

From the President:  A Fetching Notion        

Robert Davis 
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September Meeting Minutes  Tracy Novacich 

The  September breakfast 

meeting found quite a few of 

us busy elsewhere.  Davis, 

Keith and I were all travelling .  

Rogers George was roped in 

to officiating.  Here is the 

report: 

¶ About 15 people attended 

the meeting at Mapledale 

Country Club.  This 

included two new guys.  

(Sorry, donôt know which 

new guys were there but I 

hope you all introduced 

yourselves! 

¶ No buffet was set up and 

everyone ordered off the 

menu.  Apparently the 

server was not aware that 

steak and eggs was a 

selection on the menu 

until several people 

ordered it. 

¶ Someone (?) offered to 

lead a ride up towards the 

Conowingo after the 

meeting.  No idea who 

offered or who attended 

but thank you! 

¶ Rogers was challenged 

with facilitating a debate 

on how to spend our 

money.  Our bank 

account is a little flush 

and the idea is to spend 

our money on something 

tangible for use by all club 

members.  Here are 

some suggestions along 

with the responses: 

ß Purchasing a 

tire changer.  

This idea was 

met with some 

enthusiasm as 

well as some 

concerns.  

Primarily, where 

will it be located 

and whoôs 

responsibility 

(and 

inconvenience) 

will it be?  Not 

discussed at the 

meeting but 

other concerns 

Iôve heard 

include liability - 

who is 

responsible for 

damage, the 

overall cost 

including 

balancer and all 

necessary parts, 

scheduling so as 

not to overly 

inconvenience 

the host.    

ß Someone 

suggested 

purchasing a 

trailer with a 

tilting bed, tie 

downs and 

wheel securing 

device.  It was 

pointed out that 

you need a 

trailer when you 

break down 

before you need 

a tire changer.   

ß There was little 

interest in a 

BMW Motronic 

Code Reader 

feeling that even 

with the info 

available, you 

still need an 

expert to 

interpret it. 

ß There was no 

response to the 

idea of building 

a library . 

We are still open to 

suggestions and will discuss 

this matter further at our next 

meeting in Newark. 

 

Last month, I told you that 

the club owns a set of bike -

to-bike radios.  I forgot to 

mention that there are two 

helmet radios that go with 

them.  Again, if you would 

like to borrow them, please 

call or email me.  

Novacich@comcast.net  

(302) 723-2354 
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Next Meeting 

Saturday, October 13, 2007 

Michaelõs Reataurant             

1000 Churchmanôs Road      

Newark, DE 

Doors open at 8:30am 

$10.00 per person gets you a full 

breakfast buffet, beverage, and 

gratuity for our first-class       

serving staff. 



I know several readers of the 

Rag will occasionally stop in at 

Powersports East (formerly 

known as Honda East) in 

Bear, DE for various reasons.  

While their service has never 

been what Iôd call stellar, they 

are convenient when you 

need a little something like 

Plexus, new gloves, etc..  

They were also helpful when 

the time for new tires would 

roll around.  (pun intended)   

For the past several years, we 

would mail-order tires, pull the 

wheels and take the whole 

bundle over to Powersports 

East where they would mount 

and balance for $25.00 each. 

Recently however, I got a bit 

of a talking-down from one of 

their service advisors for doing 

just that with Mattôs RT tires.   

Their claim is that they could 

meet anyoneôs tire price and I 

should be ordering tires from 

them.  Oh, and if I choose not 

to purchase tires from them, 

the price is now $40. per 

wheel for mounting and 

balancing.  

I was a little put off but, hey, 

ok, Iôll try to support the local 

guy.  A month later, I gave 

them a shot for tires for my 

650 GS.  Turns out, they could 

not meet the price but came 

pretty close when you figure in 

the labor cost so I agreed to 

the additional charge. 

Fast forward one week.  I 

receive a call saying my tires 

are in.  I rush over at 7:30 one 

evening to drop the bike off 

only to be told, ñOh, sorry!  Itôs 

a BMW.  If itôs not a brand of 

bike we sell, we wonôt mount 

them for you.ò  WHAT???  

Could they not have told me 

before they ordered the tires? 

It seems a few months ago 

(yes, that would be prior to 

when I took Mattôs tires and 

wheels in.) one of their 

technicians screwed up 

someoneôs Ducati wheel.  So 

rather than train that person or 

have someone more qualified 

do the work, they have chosen 

to no longer do business with 

riders of bikes  other than 

what they sell.  Seems kind of 

silly to me. 

So, consider this your public 

service announcement. They 

have made it clear on several 

occasions that they are not 

interested in your  business 

unless you are riding one of 

their brands.   If you are 

planning to have any minor 

work done at Powersports 

East, donôt 

bother 

unless itôs 

on your 

Honda, 

Kawasaki, 

Suzuki, or 

Yamaha.  

Oh, and 

be 

prepared 

for a 

serving of 

óttude 

when you 

go there! 

Now, what was the talk about 

a club tire changer??? 

Tally sheets will be available 

at the November breakfast 

meeting for those enrolled in 

the contest.  They must be 

signed by club officers and 

postmarked by November 

15th.  If you are unable to 

attend the meeting, please 

make arrangements prior to 

that date with Davis, Keith, or 

Tracy. 

Mileage forms can also be 

found on the MOAôs website 

at www.bmwmoa.org. 

Back in the spring, many of 

you signed up for the MOAôs 

mileage contest. 

How far have you traveled this 

summer? 

The contest is winding down 

and finishes on October 14th.  

This is your final few weeks to 

rack up those miles!   

As an added bonus, there will 

be an award given to the 

MARS member with the 

highest mileage!  

Donõt Count On Powersports East  Tracy Novacich 

BMW MOA Mileage Contest    

Page 3  VOLUME  II, I SSUE X 

Need tires mounted?   
 
Try Cycle Gear on Route 
40 in Bear (see page 11) 
or Planet Honda on 
Concord Pike at the DE/
PA line. 


