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Parkway, the Cherohala, 

the Dragon, the entire 

length of the Blue Ridge 

Parkway from one end clear 

to the other, and the entire 

length of Skyline Drive, 

wrapping up the following 

Friday.  We still have time 

to get home and mow the 

lawn before the next work 

week begins.  Each day we 

will motor just 250 miles, 

yet each day will take all 

day.  Nights, weõll rest at 

places with wonderful 

views, such as Mount 

Pisgah Inn and Skyline 

Lodge.  We may even 

throw in Blackwater Falls, 

just for giggles. 

You may have deduced 

from the moniker Sea of 

Shining Cs and CLCs that 

this event was invented by 

your alliterative president of 

MARS.  I have ridden all 

this route except for Maggie 

Valley, both ways and 

several times.  So I can tell 

you first hand that this 

2,000 miles would make an 

awesome rolling MARS 

rally. 

chrome mane padme um 

 

When they put a rock on a 

wedding ring, they choose a 

diamond because itõs 

timeless.  When they put a 

ship in a bottle, they choose 

a schooner because itõs 

beautiful.  When they put a 

BMW motorcycle in a 

museum, they choose a 

R1200C  cruiser.  Annually, 

we few  privileged to own 

this rolling sculpture gather 

to celebrate its timeless 

beauty at an event called A 

Sea of Chining Cs and 

CLCs.  The third such Sea, 

called C3, will gather at 

Breaks Interstate Park in the 

heart of Appalachia from 

Friday through Sunday, 

August 15-18, 2008.  I 

would like you to join us for 

the ride of a lifetime.  You 

donõt have to own a cruiser 

to attend.  We will 

understand. 

Full details are available on 

line at r1200clc.com  I will 

not repeat them from here.  

What I will tell you is that 

these are great guys to hang 

with.  

Now here comes the part 

about the ride of a lifetime.  

On Sunday, the 17th, we 

will leave Breaks for Maggie 

Valley, just this side of the 

Smokies.  This puts us in 

ideal position at the start of 

the work week when all the 

tourists go home and leave 

us the roads to ourselves 

alone, to ride the Smoky 

Mountain Parkway, River 

Road, the Foothill 
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Saturday, January  26, 2008 

See Page 15 for details! 

¶ Hermy once again sponsored 25 

new BMW owners .  Please refer 

to the roster at the end of this 

newsletter.  He promised another 

group towards the end of the 

year. 

¶ Treasury Report:  Keith was not 

in attendance but I hear we have 

òplentyó in the bank. 

¶ Paul Reburn is in possession of 

several MARS coffee mugs, 

patches, safety video, and our 

club banner. 

¶ After the first of the year, Tracy 

will begin working on  a limited 

edition, club T-shirt.  These will 

be embroidered and available by 

pre-order only.  More details to 

follow.  

¶ With so many new members in 

the northern area, it was agreed 

that we should add a northern 

meeting location in to our 

current rotation.  We will begin 

this in the spring when the 

weather is more suitable for 

riding. 

For those who stayed in do to the 

chill in the air, you missed a fun ride.  

We were sprinkled with only three 

drops of rain (yes! I counted them!) .  

Otherwise, it was nice riding 

weather.  After lunch, Matt, Denny 

and I took the right road for a stop at 

Cabelas while Paul, Davis, and Mike 

took the wrong road home.  Roman, 

presumably took the right roads 

north. 

NOVEMBER MEETING MIN UTES  TRACY NOVACICH  

November 10, 2007:  The day started 

crisp but somewhat cloudy as Matt 

and I, Paul  Reburn, Davis, and Mike 

Vayo met at the designated spot in 

Newark for a ride north to Hermyõs 

BMW.  Once there, we met up with  

Denny Piper and Roman 

Konowaluk.  

Hermy and Ed greeted us with hot 

coffee and donuts!  The next hour 

was spent browsing and shopping.  

Matt and I bought Gerbings heated 

socksñwow!  What a difference they 

make! 

With direction from Ed, Matt led us 

to our lunch destination, C.J. 

Hummels.  Special thanks to Dan 

Polak for suggesting the restaurant.  

Our server took great care of us and 

we all enjoyed our meals. 

On to business: 
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Since we switched to our new web 

site software, some of you may have 

had trouble trying to create a new 

account so you could use the forum.  

You sign up, youõre send a link, and 

when you follow the link, you wind 

up with someone elseõs account.  It 

has taken many hours of work to fig-

ure this one out. 

Hereõs the deal: 

When we changed site software (for 

good reasons which I will not go into 

here) I unloaded all the user data 

from the user table in the old side 

database and inserted it into the user 

table in the new site database.  

Dunno how much you know about 

databases, so some of this explana-

tion may be simplistic.  Each data-

base table is like a spreadsheet.  Col-

umns are fields, rows are records.  

First field in the user table is a unique 

integer which identifies that record.  

To make sure itõs unique, it automati-

cally increments each time you add a 

new record.  This field is the primary 

key.  When inserting a new record, 

you just leave the unique integer 

blank, and the database engine knows 

to find out what the biggest integer is, 

add one, and assign that value to the 

new record. 

So far, all this is entirely normal.  

Hereõs where it goes haywire: 

Apparently, when creating a new 

user, rather than leaving this key 

number blank and letting the data-

base engine do its work, this new 

software keeps a record in a different 

table of what the last addition was 

numbered, incrementing that record 

and using that value.  I am sure there 

is a very good reason for doing so but 

I have no inkling what it might be.  

The upshot was that when you tried 

to create a new account, you got an 

integer belonging to someone else 

with an earlier record. 

This is the kind of quirky problem 

which is easy to fix once you know 

what it 

is; but 

impossi-

ble to 

antici-

pate and 

time 

consum-

ing to 

discover. 

It is fixed now.  I just counted the 

records and updated the value in that 

other table to equal that count.  It 

works now.  If you had problems 

before, try it now. 

www.midatlanticriders.com  

Dickeyõs BBQ Pit 

Route 113,                

aka Bay Road          

Dover, DE 

This is on the north 

side of Route 113 ap-

proximately one half 

David Hrenchir will 

host a ride to eat on 

Wednesday, Decem-

ber 12th. 

 

 

mile from Dover AFB. 

Dress warm, plug in, 

and meet there! 

RIDE TO EAT: DECEMBE R 12, 2007 
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Hello MARS Members! 

I recently had the pleasure of answering 

the phone and low and behold, on the 

other end was our fearless leader, Davis, 

courting me to write a technical article for 

the MARS newsletter.  After hemming 

and hawing for a couple of minutes, I 

reluctantly agreed.  Now, personally, I 

donõt consider myself a writer or an 

expert wrencher on motorcycles, but I do 

have a couple things going for me.  I love 

to ride, and because I love to ride, I love 

to wrench on my bike.  So being a 

responsible person and an active MARS 

member, Iõm giving my two cents worth. 

Something that I know has been talked to 

death this time of year is òHow to put 

your bike in storage for the winteró.  I 

would like to offer two sides of the story 

here.  There are people who store their 

bikes for the winter and those who ride 

through the winter, hopefully whenever it 

is safe to do so. 

Storing Your Bike  

Well, rather than go into detail, here are 

some quick pointers from another forum I 

regularly visit.  (Iõm sure there are 

additional things to consider, but these 

are the main points.) 

1. Fuel - Fill the tank, it keeps 

condensation from building up over 

the Winter.  Use fuel stabilizer for 

prolonged storage to keep the fuel 

from gunking up (thatõs a technical 

term.) 

2. Battery -  

a. Liquid Acid Batteries - top 

up with water and use a 

tender to keep it charged at 

least once a week. 

b. Maintenance Free - I use 

my tender whenever not 

riding the bike in the 

winter.  Cold temperatures 

reduce the full power 

potential of the battery. 

3. Engine - Change the oil at the end of 

the season.  Blow-by gases 

contaminate the oil with acids that 

could harm your engine.  Clean oil 

will minimize this.  

4. Tires - Put your bike on the center 

stand or if you donõt have a center 

stand, a service stand to keep the 

weight off your tires.  They could 

develop flat spots from sitting too 

long. 

 

3. Riding Your Bike Through The 

Winter (This is where Iõm at!) 

4. I find that riding your bike in the 

cold winter months requires that you 

should pay more attention to òhowó you 

ride as well as making sure everything is 

working. 

1. When starting out, take some extra 

time and make sure that all your 

lights are working.  (the days are 

shortest in the winter),  Be sure tire 

pressures are adequate  and 

everything is moving smoothly like 

your brake levers, throttle grips, etc.  

If you have heated grips or seat, 

thatõs always nice to have them 

working. 

2. When you are satisfied everything is 

in working order and youõre ready to 

pull out, take it easy for the first few 

miles until the thick oil in your 

engine, transmission, and final drive 

have a chance to thin out a little 

from frictional heat that is developed 

from meshing gears.  That will insure 

that your parts are getting the 

lubrication they need. 

3. Tires will be cold and hard.  Traction 

wonõt be what you might expect 

when tires are in this condition.  

Taking it easy until they have 

softened up will help keep the rubber 

down.  (Some riders will lower the 

pressure in their tires to compensate 

but handling may suffer.) 

4. Take care on bridges where the road 

can freeze up from the cold air 

blowing from top and below. 

5. Stay clear of Car Washes unless you 

love to slide out from the wet cars 

dripping and freezing on the roads. 

6. Donõt underestimate the temperature 

outside.  You have to take in to 

consideration the wind chill that you 

will be enduring at the respective 

speed that you will be travelling.  I 

wear my Gerbings heated jacket 

under my riding jacket along with 

Snow pants to block the wind on my 

legs.  There is plenty of winter riding 

gear out there.  I like to be toasty 

warm. 

7. Watch out for salt on the roads.  Itõs 

like gravel and you can easily slide 

out. 

I hope you find this informative and it 

helps you enjoy the riding season through 

the winter.  Ride safe! 
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Editorõs Note:  Information may not be exact but this 

will give you a basis on which to use your judgement. 
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CHILL CHART 

  Cooling Power of Wind Expressed as "Equivalent Chill Temperature 

  Temperature (degreed F) 

Riding     
Speed       
MPH 

50 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 

Equivalent Chill Temperature 

5 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 -5 

10 40 35 30 20 15 10 5 0 -10 -15 -20 

15 36 29 25 15 10 0 -5 -10 -20 -25 -30 

20 33 27 20 10 5 0 -10 -15 -25 -30 -35 

25 30 22 15 10 0 -5 -15 -20 -30 -30 -40 

30 29 21 10 5 0 -10 -20 -25 -30 -35 -40 

35 28 20 10 5 -5 -10 -20 -30 -35 -35 -45 

40 27 19 10 0 -5 -15 -20 -30 -35 -35 -45 

  Little Danger 
Increasing Danger!!!                                     

(Flesh may freeze within 1 min.) 


