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I see more and more 

motorcycles riding to work 

year round.  Before gas went 

through the roof, I would see 

exactly zero two ïwheelers of 

any description from 

November until March.  

Yesterday, I saw one.  

Including myself, that makes a 

100% increase.  Riding to 

work at six am this morning, 

icy bits tinkling on my face 

shield, I saw a single 

headlight; but that turned out 

to be a car with a dead lamp.  

No, I probably wonôt see any 

other two-wheeled commuters 

today.  Averaging the two 

days, though, thatôs still a 

whopping 50% increase.  Next 

nice day, Iôll see one or two 

more and hike the increase 

up.  One thing I have noticed 

about these year-round riders: 

They are still having a great 

time waving and grinning. 

So, howôd you get to work 

today?  Why?  Wouldnôt kill 

you to ride, you know.  Itôs fun. 

Donôt take my word for it.  Ask 

Dave Cowgill who treks up to 

University of Delaware from 

Clayton on a daily basis.  Or 

Rogers George who treks 

down to Dover from Newark.  

Yesterday, the Red Head and 

good to go.  The same guy 

who laid up his bike for the 

winter last month because itôs 

too cold will pile in his car this 

weekend and drive to the 

Poconos to ski down the 

slopes at sixty miles an hour.  

He ainôt thinking wind chill; 

heôs having fun.  The same 

guy who lays up his bike for 

the winter daydreams of riding 

to Alaska.  But the bell never 

goes off in his head. 

A ride clears your head, rings 

your bell, and itôs good for the 

planet.  This New Year, make 

your resolution to use that 

built in battery tender that 

lives under your right hand; 

twist the black rubber grip 

year round and go! 

chrome mane padme um 

I bumped in to 

Dan Davis at 

Dickôs.  He was on 

a Christmas 

shopping errand 

and rode up from 

Dover.  Why not?  

Any ride any time 

of year turns a 

routine errand in 

to an adventure. 

No, you donôt need to spend a 

fortune on gear to ride in 

Winter.  I wear some loose 

cowboy boots, jeans, and a 

leather jacket.  When it gets 

wet, I put on a pair of $19 

pants that came with a rain 

suit from WalMart.  Truth is, 

thereôs an inverse relationship 

between how much you spent 

on gear and whether you use 

it.  Forget about wind chill.  

Wind chillôs based on what 

someone said it feels like with 

your shirt off.  If you have your 

shirt off in January, young 

man, pass the schnapps and 

enjoy the football gameðitôs 

part of the college experience.  

Wind chill sells weather 

reports and doesnôt concern 

you.  Just get a jacket to cut 

the wind, wear a plaid wool 

shirt under it (red is the 

warmest color), and youôre 
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Our December breakfast 

meeting was held  at 

Michaelôs Restaurant on 

Saturday, 12/8 and we had 

14 people in attendance.  

We were given the choice of  

ordering off the menu or 

choosing the buffet however 

separate checks were not 

an option.  As much as I 

personally enjoyed this 

choice, it turned in to a bit of 

a fuss in the end as a few of 

us were left sorting out who 

paid what.  In the future, itôs 

best if we stick to the 

program and we all choose 

the buffet at a flat rate.  One 

other thing... Folks, please 

help us out by bringing a 

few dollars in cash along 

to the meeting if you 

intend to eat.  The use of 

credit/debit cards really 

confuses matters.  I rarely 

carry cash and use plastic 

for everything but take a 

moment to stop at a nearby 

Wawa and pick up $20 

bucks or so. 

Moving along: 

ß Keith reports that our 

current bank balance is 

$1,476.86.  This is 

before checks were 

written for expenses 

which will be disclosed 

below. 

 

ß As a club, we will strive 

for more group rides to 

featured destinations in 

2008.  As always, 

suggestions and ride 

leaders are welcome.  

In preparation for better 

weather, Ed Lombardi 

will present a training 

session during the 

January breakfast 

meeting.  This training 

session will include the 

MSFôs Group Riding 

safety video which 

MARS has purchased 

at a cost of $28.00. 

ß We welcomed two new 

faces to the group:  Jim 

Kauker and Glenn 

Miller, both from 

Wilmington.  We hope 

to see more of them in 

the coming months as 

well as meet their wives 

who also ride.  (Great to 

see more ladies in our 

group!!) 

ß After several months of 

discussion, we have 

purchased a GS 911 

Engine Analyzer for our 

club membersô use.  

More info can be found 

further in to the news 

letter.  The cost of this 

item was $259.00 which 

included shipping. 

ß Holiday greeting cards 

were mailed to all new 

members sponsored by 

Hermyôs who have not 

yet contacted us.   

ß The January breakfast 

meeting coincides with 

the Cycle World 

motorcycle show in 

Washington DC.   After 

the breakfast meeting, 

everyone is invited to 

car pool and we will 

attend the show as a 

group.  Hopefully, we 

will have group info as 

well as discounted 

tickets available.  Stay 

tuned. 

ß MARS Mid-Winter 

Banquet will be held on 

January 26th.  Please 

refer to the RSVP page 

in this newsletter. 

ß Tracy will explore the 

idea of a club-logoôd 

shirt which will be for 

sale to members  by pre

-order.  More 

information will be 

available at the January 

meeting. 

ß The club owns a set of 

bike-to-bike radios.  

Matt will figure out what 

part we are missing and 

have it replaced. 

 

MARS Breakfast 

Meeting 

January 12, 2008 

Maple Dale Country Club  

39 Mapledale Road 

Dover, DE 

 

Breakfast Buffet and 

meeting begin at 9:00 am 

 

MSF Group Riding 

Presentation by Ed 

Lombardi 

 

Members will carpool to 

the Cycle World 

International 

Motorcycle Show 

immediately following 

the meeting. 

December Meeting Highlights  Tracy Novacich  
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New gadget for MARS Members  Robert Davis

Merry Christmas to M.A.R.S!  Because we will soon be the proud owners of a GS911.   

Wuzzat??? 

The GS911 is a way to connect the various electronic brains in your BMW motorcycle to a 

laptop computer.  In short, you get to see what your ride is thinking.  The unit reads yoru fault 

codes, and the software tells you what they mean.  Now you can solve them, clear them, save 

them, or report them to your mechanic. 

The manufacturer has posted a nifty video on their site 

showing how this unit works.  Go to http://

www.hexcode.co.za/products/gs-911/download/GS-

911.mp4 .  Note that this file is an MP4 video, NOT 

mpeg, avi, wmv, or mp3.  This meant that my Windows 

Media Player would not play the darn thing.  To make it 

go, I had to download a player from http://

www.afterdawn.com/software/download_splash.cfm .   

The movie shows a fellow using a GS911 with a 

Bluetooth interface to read and resolve error codes 

using his cell phone.  Ours will not have this feature; we 

will need a lap top.  It looks like simplicity itself to use.  

Basically, you plug it in, tell it what you have, turn on 

the ignition, and there you are.  

Nearly all modern BMW models are covered by their software.  My bike is not.  F800ôs are not.  But they promise to soon 

have software for these as well.  Meanwhile, all these models are covered now: 

§ R-Series 

Ý HP2, HP2 Megamoto, R1200GS/A, R1200RT, R1200R, R1200ST, R1200S 

Ý R1150GS/A, R1150RT, R1150R, R1150RS (single and twin-spark on all models) 

Ý R1100S (single and twin-spark) 

§ K-Series 

Ý K1200GT, K1200R, K1200R Sport, K1200LT (non-CAN), K1200GT (non-CAN), K1200RS (non-CAN) 

§ F-Series 

Ý F650CS, F650GS, F650GS/Dakar (single and twin-spark on all models) 

 

For a complete model chart, go to http://www.gs911usa.com/catalog/gs911details.php      

Any MARS member will be welcome to borrow this nifty tool once it arrives.  Sign it out, take it home, fiddle with your ride; 

the software can be downloaded off the net. Or else just bring your ride over and hook up to the unit.  I will have the 

software on my laptop for you to use.  Note this important fact:  You donôt need to know you have a problem in order to 

profit from using this doodad.  Many functions on these sophisticated bikes go like so:  If the computer registers an error 

code, the controller will assume some default setting so that the machine will run without it.  It doesnôt run at optimum 

efficiency, but it runs.  For example, thereôs actually a doodad on my Annie, the R1200CLC, which senses barometric 

pressure.  If it fails, the bike does oot go belly up; it just assumes it has to run without, and tractors on.  But next time I am 

high in West Virginia, Annie might just be panting and struggling compared to what she could do.  There are lots of 

doodads like that one.  Intake air temperature sensors, throttle position sensors, pollution control valve actuators, ABS 

stuff, you name it.  So at a minimum, I suggest you putt your ride on over for March Maintenance Madness and weôll hook 

up the code reader just for giggles. 
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Washington DC                                                 

January 11-13, 2008 

Plan to attend the MARS breakfast on January 12th at 

Mapledale in Dover.  Then head to the show with your friends!   

Admission:  $13.00 at the doorñCASH ONLY!  Show your AMA card for a 

$1.00 discount. 

 

The Convention Center does not offer parking however there are several 

privately run lots in the area.  Carpooling is recommended. 

For complete information, visit www.motorcycleshows.com 
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Tech Notes:  Electrical Relays                  
Roman Konowaluk 

Well, the Holidayôs are the time we all want more ñstuffò for our bikes. Hornôs, Lights, 
Comm Systems. A lot of the high powered electrical ñfarklesò require that you add a 
relay to better control the power from the switch to the device. 

So, what the heck is a relay it and why do you need one? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, by definition, a relay  is an electrical switch that opens and closes under the control of another electrical 
circuit. 

The pictures show two basic relays. The one on the left is a 3 terminal and the other is a 4 terminal and can be 
substituted by varying the electrical connections. These relays are standard horn relays. 

This is how you substitute a readily available four terminal relay in place of the three terminal relay:  

¶ Power lead to horn on terminal 87 as original 

¶ Power supply from battery on terminal 30 as original 

¶ Ground lead from horn button on terminal 85 as original 

¶ Connect a jumper wire from terminal 86 to terminal 30, thereby providing power for the electromagnetic coil. 

Sounds pretty simple doesnôt it. What that means is that you use a small amount of  power through a switch to 
energize a coil that allows the main current to supply your lights or super loud horn. Other wise, all that power 
would go through your switch and burn it out. 

 

Types of Relays  

There are all types of relays for different purposes and thereôs a lot of good information on the Internet to help you 
select the right one. 

Wikipedia has a pretty good list of a number of relays and their purposes. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relay 

 

Continued on page 6. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_circuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_circuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relay
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Continued from page 5. 

 

A few precautions about relays and youôre charging system. 

Before you start adding stuff to your bike, make sure that your 
charging system can handle the additional load that youôre planning 
on adding to it.  Check your service manual to determine the wattage 
of your alternator. Most touring bikes are between 400 ï 800 watts. 

Watts are a unit of power and with a little simple math you can determine 
whether your bike can handle it. 

E= Volts 

I= Amps 

W= Watts. 

Basic formula is W= E*I 

Bike voltage is 12 volts, so thatôs a constant. 

The devices you are attaching will usually tell you how many amps they will use. 

Multiply the two to get total watts. 

 

If the load you are adding getôs close to what your system can put out, it might be time to think about 
upgrading the charging system to handle the load. 

Always buy a relay that will equal to or exceed requirements of the load of the device your using to 
power up. Relays are rated by Amperage ( 30 amps, 40 amps). 

Try to mount the relay in an area where itôs not going to be exposed to the elements such as under the 
seat or tank and weather proof your connections using a good quality electrical tape or Heat Shrink 
Tubing. 

If there are instructions with the relay, it might be a good idea to read them to avoid burning out your 
electrical system. 

Well, Enough of the techy stuff. The whole point is to enjoy your new toys on the bike and get them 
safely installed. 

Iôd like to wish everyone Happy and Safe Holidays. 

Tech Notes:  Electrical Relays                      

Roman Konowaluk 
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 Many of you know of my 
experience the first time I 
took the Riderôs Workshop 
in May of this year, but for 
those who donôt, hereôs a 
quick recap. On the first day 
of the three-day course, 
another participant hit me 
from behind and knocked 
me down. The result was 
$7,500 damage to my RT, 
two broken ribs, and two 
months without riding this 
summer. In the article which 
appeared in the June news-
letter, I said that I planned to 
try again and signed up for a 
two-day course in mid-
September. 

 

 Unlike the first one which 
went south through West 
Virginia and Virginia, this 
course essentially crossed 
the state of Pennsylvania 
from south to north. As I had 
done  the first time, I 
stopped by Bobôs BMW on 
my way to the tripôs starting 
point in Thurmont, Maryland. 
The service department 
generously offered to begin 
filling out insurance and 
accident forms for me in 
advance. Itôs amazing what 
special treatment you get 
when youôre willing to de-
stroy a new BMW and allow 
them to repair it. This, I 
promised myself, was not 
going to be a repeat per-
formance. 

 

 Early the next morning we 
met for breakfast to get ac-
quainted and discuss the 
course and its objectives. I 
have used the word course 
since this truly was to be an 
instructional program rather 
than a tour. Basically, we 
were to learn how to effec-
tively and smoothly ride in 
the mountains and through 
curves and to develop a sort 
of oneness with the motor-
cycle which Jim Ford, the 
leader of the Riderôs Work-
shop, describes as a Zen 
experience. In addition, Jim 

planned to show us what he 
describes as ñ invisible 
roadsò, ones which are per-
fect for riding but include 
very little traffic. The trip 
originally included five 
ñstudentsò, two of whom who 
had to leave the course the 
first day, an EMT helicopter 
pilot who had ridden from 
Arkansas, a State Depart-
ment computer contractor 
from Washington, DC, and 
me. We were outfitted with 
radios, a course syllabus, 
and an expectation of two 
days of great riding. My only 
request was that I be al-
lowed to ride last for the first 
part of the day to overcome 
my fear of what happened 
on the first trip. 

 

What followed that day was 
250 miles of beautiful scen-
ery, fantastic roads, and 
more curves that I had ever 
seen. Throughout the ride, 
Jim provided a commentary 
on the flora, fauna, and his-
tory of the area along with 
instruction on how achieve 
the goals which he had out-
lined for us. By the end of 
the day we all felt that we 
had begun to develop a 
ñsmoothnessò in our riding 
that had previously been 
lacking. We spent the night 
in the town of Wellsboro, PA 
and over dinner discussed 
what we had learned and 
made plans for the ride back 
south the next day. 

   

Unlike the first day when Jim 
served as the leader, on the 
second day each of us led 
the ride with Jim riding just 
off our right shoulder giving 
succinct instructions and 
points on which to focus in 
the upcoming turns. The 
amazing thing was that he 
knew all of the turns by 
heart and exactly how each 
should be approached and 
executed. Nine hours later 
we were back in Thumont 
wishing that the course 

could go on another few 
days. 

       

By the time I got back home 
that evening, I had ridden 
just over 850 miles in two 
days, learned more about 
riding curves than I had ever 
known, and realized that I 
had only begun to appreci-
ate the potential of my RT. I 
even got my picture in the 
Ridersô Reviews section of 
Jimôs website. When I wrote 
the article for the June 
newsletter,  I ended by say-
ing that I planned to sign up 
for another Riderôs Work-
shop. Now that Iôve  done 
that, Iôll repeat the same 
statement. Iôve already told 
Jim that Iôll be back in the 
spring of 2008. Read the 
details and get a sense of 
what youôll learn at 
www.ridersworkshop.com  
Maybe youôll even join me in 
the spring. 

Riderõs Workshop Redux Dan Davis 

To learn more about 

Jim Fordõs techniques, 

visit the newsletter 

archives, December, 

2006 through 

 February 2007. 

http://www.ridersworkshop.com/
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SATURDAY, January 12 é 

 

GET ON BOARD  for a carefree, comfortable ride directly from Bobôs BMW to the Convention 

Center in DC. 

 

Å Float blissfully above DCôs TRAFFIC nightmare! 

Å Skip the huge hassle and expense of PARKING! Youôll be dropped off right at the door. 

Å While on the bus, enjoy relaxed conversation with your friends, light snacks (chips, cookies, 

soda, water), or watch the motorcycle MOVIES weôll be showing. 

Å Ticket price INCLUDES admission to the show! Skip the lines and walk right in. Youôll feel like a 

VIP! 

Å At the show, get an exclusive GUIDED TOUR of BMWôs latest, including these exciting new 

models: 
-- F800GS -- G450 Sport Enduro -- R1200S HP2 Sport -- and the updated R1200GS & GS Adventure! 

Å Then, youôll have plenty of time to wander about the rest of the show at your leisure. 

Å Get a FREE GIFT from Bobôs just for going along. 
 

SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM ð Meet at Bobôs, browse in the store or drop off a bike in service if you need to, or 

otherwise just hang and enjoy coffee & donuts 

9:45 AM ð Board the bus in Bobôs parking lot for 10 oôclock departure 

11:00 AM (or sooner) ð Arrive at the Convention Center in Washington 

2:45 PM ð Board the bus at Convention 

Center for 3 oôclock departure 

4:00 PM (or sooner) ð Arrive back at 

Bobôs 
 

ONE PRICE for EVERYTHING 

Round trip bus fare with all the 

amenities, admission to the Motorcycle 

Show, and a GIFT from Bobôsé 
 

ONLY $35.00 

(Thatôs far less than a typical DC parking 

ticket!) 
 

Weõre only running ONE bus, so obviously, space is limited. 

Dealerõs News: 

Bob Will Take You For A Ride!  


