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The war on spam is lost. Somewhere among eight billion on this 

planet there are three nitwits dumb enough to provide their 
credit card on line to a complete stranger who intentionally 

misspells Vi@gra to sneak that word past your spam filter. 
Those three nitwits are why the rest of us have to put up with 

500 noxious spams a day looking for those three nitwits. 
 

The problem is, the war goes on. Just like the war on drugs, the 
mere fact the war has been lost and will never be won does not 

halt the major industry which that war has become. Damn the 

collateral damage and kick the doors in. 
 

Here is a perfect example of collateral damage in the spam wars: 
I have a business client on my server which employs a man 

whose wife was in charge of snacks for their childõs soccer 
league. He emailed a schedule showing which mom was to bring 

snacks after which game to all the parents in the league. One 
could not dream up a more innocuous use of group email. 

Surely, this is what it was invented for. However, several of 
these parents had AOL addresses. Because AOL software saw X 

many messages come from the same address at the same time, 
the IP number of that address was banned from AOL just like 

that. This meant that not only the business he sent from, but any 
user associated with every web site on that server could not 

send mail to AOL. It took more than two months of talking to 
powerless drones manning call centers in Pakistan, each dumber 
than those three morons who buy pecker pills, of sending emails 

which never got answers, and of filling out online forms which 
generated an automatic reply leading to zero action before that 

ban finally reversed itself.  
 

Hereõs another perfect example: The recent discussion about 

Foremost Insurance which passed back and forth among all 

MARS members. 
 

I understand that Outlook Express provides a handy òreply to 
alló feature. That button ought to come with a warning label. I 

understand that Windows address book provides a handy 
Groups feature. It also ought to come with a warning label. I 

understand that nothing can be more innocuous and useful that 
the discussion we had via our impromptu mailing list. I am not 

talking about the activity itself. Thereõs absolutely nothing wrong 

with that. I am talking about collateral damage from a lost war 
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newbies, Jim and Trish 

Kauker. 

¶ GS 911 - we got one!  

This is a code reader that 

you can hook up to your 

bike.  Want to learn 

more?  Read the article in 

the January newsletter.  

Now that we have it, feel 

free to contact Davis to 

try it out. 

¶ MARS Mid-Winter 

Banquet takes place on 

January 26th.  At the time 

of the meeting, we had 22 

reservations. 

We had a nice turn-out on 

January 12th for our breakfast 

meeting.  The tables were 

filled with 21 members 

attending. 

Although breakfast was less 

than stellar for some, it was 

still great to see so many 

people on a beautiful day. 

¶ Keith Siers gave a treasury 

report.  As of this date we 

have $1934.85 in the 

checking account. 

¶ The MARS banner has 

been located and the task 

of hanging it fell to 

¶ Ed Lombardi presented a 

video and discussion on 

group riding.  This was in 

preparation for the 

upcoming riding season.  

We hope to hold a club 

ride after each breakfast 

meeting.  Please take a 

look at the summary in 

this newsletter. 

¶ We had a record number 

of women riders at the 

meeting.  Tracy somewhat 

jokingly referred to a 

womenõs only Spa Ride.  

This will soon be a reality.  

Again, read on further in 

this newsletter. 
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At present, all domains on our 

MARS server are having 

difficulty getting mail to 

Comcast subscribers. It have 

removed our IP from their 

blacklist three times. It keeps 

reappearing. Their spam filters 

see a whole string of recipients 

for the same email and 

automagically figure it has to 

be spam. Even domains 

referenced in the email body 

are penalized. Likewise with 

mail to Yahoo accounts. This 

despite the fact that Yahoo 

servers are responsible for a 

huge percentage of the spam 

you get, and Yahoo toolbars 

and Messenger are the prime 

vector for Trojan viruses. Yes, 

they do have the gall to block 

us, and the clout, too. They 

are bastards who ought to be 

in jail, yet there you are.  
 

I have a simple solution. I have 

created a group list using 

Googleõs Gmail. Itõs at http://

groups.google.com/group/

midatlanticriders. Soon after 

this newsletter appears, I will 

populate that list with all 

MARS member email 

addresses. When I do, you will 

receive a confirmation email in 

your inbox. When you get it, 

respond affirmatively. 
 

Only members will be able to 

mail this list. Only members 

will receive mail from this list. 

To hold group discussions or 

share internet jokes please 

pretty please with sugar on top 

send them to 

midatlanticriders@googlegrou

ps.com and NOT to a lengthy 

list of recipients. Just mailing 

that one address will forward 

your email to everyone, one 

and all. Our troubles will be 

over. A bright shining future 

awaits us. 

 

After all, nobody is going to 

block Google. 
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Not an actual  
breakfast platter. 

MARS Breakfast 
Meeting 

February 9, 2008 
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Newark, DE 

  

Doors open at 8:30 am.  

Meeting begins 

 at 9:00 am.   

  

Breakfast buffet, 

beverage, and gratuity is 

$10. p/p 

(please bring cash!) 
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