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still going to be 

uncomfortable.   

I found that to be true 

and Iõve gotten used to 

wearing leather even on 

the hottest days.  I find 

that as long as Iõm 

moving, itõs not much 

more of a discomfort to 

wear some protective 

gear and it gives me a 

significant boost in the 

peach-of-mind category. 

We all want to be 

comfortable, but on 

those hot days, donõt 

neglect protective gear.  

Itõs a minor 

inconvenience that can 

save a lot of skin. 

Summer Riding 

The riding weather is 

finally here.  OKAY, 

some die-hards donõt let 

the weather dictate 

their riding schedule 

but most, if not all, of us 

will do a lot more riding 

in the warm, dry, sunny 

days of summer. 

It was a different world 

when I was growing up.  

Back then we didnõt 

have air conditioning 

and, as a youngster, we 

played outside all day in 

the heat and humidity.  

We didnõt go home until 

dinner time after which 

my mother would kick 

me out of the house 

with explicit instructions  

of òdonõt come home 

until the street lights 

come on.ó 

Today, we go from air 

conditioned houses to 

air conditioned cars, to 

air conditioned offices, 

etc...etcé 

On those hot summer 

days we get on our 

motorcycles for a ride 

(sans AC) and try to 

make the best of the 

heat and humidity.  

Weõve all done itñtaken 

a short ride in tee short 

and shorts.  We think to 

ourselves, òIõm just 

going for a short ride 

and Iõll be okayó.  

Thankfully, most of the 

time, we make it home 

with all our skin intact 

but itõs still a risky 

game. 

Somebody once told me 

it doesnõt matter what 

you wear on those hot 

days of summer.  

Whether you dress light 

or wear leather, youõre 
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12 members attended 

the breakfast meeting 

at Michaelõs Restaurant 

on May 10th. 

¶ We welcomed new 

member, Jim Doyle, 

and thanked him 

for jumping in with 

both feet.  Jim will 

be keeping our 

website and google 

groups list up to 

date. 

¶ Hermyõs BMW has 

provided us with 

another list of 25 

new members.  A 

check was sent to 

Keith to cover the 

cost of dues for one 

year. 

¶ We continue to col-

lect renewal dues 

from existing mem-

bers.   

¶ Since we are a 

òridingó club, it has 

been suggested 

that we ride.  Our 

next meeting will be 

held at Samboõs in 

Leipsic, Delaware 

on June 14th.  Larry 

Schmittinger has 

made the arrange-

ments.  For the next 

few months, we will 

rotate meeting sites 

in an effort to in-

clude more of our 

new northern mem-

bers and hopefully 

see more of our 

existing southern 

members. 

M ay  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
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Going somewhere?  

How about writing 

a quick story and 

emailing it to Tracy 

with a few pictures? 

Not going 

anywhere?  How 

about just 

submitting a short 

newsletter article 

on the motorcycle 

related topic of 

your choice? 

U p c o m i n g  M E E T I N G s  

 

June 14, 2008   at 12 Noon 

Samboõs Tavern 
283 Front Street 

Leipsic, Delaware  19901 

(302) 674-9724 

 
Please email Larry Schmittinger if you plan to attend.  He will make 
the necessary arrangements.  Also, keep in mind that this is a tap 
room.  The crab cakes are excellent but bring cash.  Plastic is not 
accepted.   A ride will follow the meeting.  Destination to be voted 

upon.    Larry.schmittinger@lpl.com 

 

 

July 12, 2008   at 11:00 am 

Bobõs BMW 
Jessup, Maryland 

 
Bob has offered to host our meeting in July.  Bob will also be hosting 
a Show and Shine: Womenõs Day with special guest Jessica Prokup, 

former editor of Roadbike magazine.  Details to come! 
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Donõt let this be your last newsletter! 

Have you paid your membership dues for 2008?   

The roster is about to be updated.  If you have not paid your membership dues, your 

email address will be dropped.  If you have not yet done so, print and mail this form 

along with your payment today! 

Mid -Atlantic Riders  

Membership Renewal Form 

  

Member : ___________________________________             

Associate Member:  ____________________________   

Address:   _________________________ 

        _________________________ 

Email:  ___________________________________ 

Associate Member Email:  ______________________ 

Home Phone:  _________________    Cell Phone:  __________________   

  

 _______   Please check here if you do not have an email address.  Your newsletter will be mailed.  

(an additional fee of $5.00 is requested to help defray the cost of postage.) 

 Member dues:  $15.00 per year       Add an Associate Member:  $5.00 per year 

 

 Please complete this form and make checks payable to Mid-Atlantic Riders.  Bring 

to the next meeting  or mail to: 

   Keith Siers, Treasurer 

   120 Pickwick Blvd. 

   Felton, DE  19943 

 I am also a member of: 

____  BMW MOA ____ BMW RA ____ AMA    ____  Other Group 

                       (please specify)  
  



Call it a mini mid-life crisis or just an opportunity 
to get out for a week of fantastic riding, but my 
life long best friend and I took a motorcycle trip 
last week.  My best friend, Steve Healey, took 
his 04ô R1150R on the AutoTrain from South 
Florida to Lorton, VA, where I met him on 
Monday morning, May 5

th
 with my (new to me) 

04ô R1150RT.  His bike was off the train by 
about 9:30 and we immediately saddled up and 
made our way over to the top of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.  We had to slab it for a while to get to 
the BRP so that we could get a good half days 
ride in on the BRP before we ran out of 
daylight.  We could not have asked for better 
weather; temps in the mid 60ôs, clear skies and 
almost no traffic on the BRP.  Seemed like we 
had the BRP all too ourselves all the way to 
Roanoke, where we called it a day. 
 
On day two, we were back on the BRP buy 
0800 and again were greeted with beautiful 
weather and very light traffic.  This central 
section of the BRP was a little less interesting in 
my opinion compared to the northern section we 
rode the day before, but none the less a 
beautiful ride with nice sweepers and lower 
valley vistas. A highlight for me was to have the 
opportunity to see, and photograph, the Mabry 
Mill.  Day two came to an end on the north side 
of Ashville as we had been booted off the BRP 

near 
Boone 
and was 
detoured 
on the 
slab to 
Ashville, 
where we 
arrived at 
about 5:00 
pm so we 
decided to call it a day and find a hotel and a 
place for dinner. 
 
Day three was again a picture perfect day, 
greeting us with a little cooler weather and a 
slight overcast, which eventually cleared; offering 
a partly sunny and pleasant day.  This last 
section of the BRP from Ashville to the southern 
terminus in Cherokee was by far my most 
favorite section. This part of the BRP offers the 
largest gains in altitude (the highest point of the 
BRP is on the southern end) and the most 
technical twist and turns yet.   Riding the last 
section of the BRP came to an end way to fast; I 
would have loved another 50 miles of that sweet 
road, but before we knew it we were at the end 
and in the tourist town of Cherokee.  After a quick 
break to stretch our legs and check the GPS, we 
were back on the bikes and heading for Dealôs 

Gap.   
 
We arrived Dealôs Gap via a sweet and 
technical road, Route 28, with offered a 
preview of what lay ahead on the 
Dragon.  When we pulled into the Dealôs 
Gap Café/Motel/Gift Shop area we were 
amazed by the number of bikes that were 
there on a Wednesday afternoon.  There 
must have been at least 100 to 125 
bikes, and everything from full dressers 
with trailers to exotic road legal racing 
bikes and everything from blue jeans and 
t-shirts to full race leathers; something for 
everyone!  About half and hour after our 
arrival, and having used the facilities and 
a light bite to eat, Steve and I suited up 
and made our first ride on the Dragon.   
 
Continued on page 5. 
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J e f f  C u l b e r t s o n  
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Mabry Mill 


