
Autumn is here!  Perfect 

riding weather allowing 

you to wear a helmet and 

protective gear without 

sweating; a bikerôs 

dream! 

But fall has some added 

dangers not to be 

overlooked.  Leaves, of 

course, is an obvious one.  

If you like riding the 

country roads, as I do, 

deer is another.  Fall is the 

mating season for 

whitetail deer and they're 

out looking to party. 

At least you can see 

leaves on the road.  But 

the problem with deer is 

that they donôt cross at 

intersections where we 

have become accustom to 

being extra vigilant.  

Theyôll come flying out 

of a wooded area and you 

can only hope they donôt 

run in to you, or you 

them.  So, what to do?   

Of course itôs good to be 

on the lookout for deer 

and if itôs a field of 

soybean or wheat, you 

might be lucky and see 

the deer running toward 

the road.  But when 

driving through a forested 

area, extra caution and 

slower speeds are 

prudent.  Itôs the one you 

donôt see that will get 

you. 

Check your 

insurance 

policy.  

Thousands 

of the 1.5 

million 

drivers who 

hit deer last 

year found 

out the hard way that their 

auto insurance did not 

cover damage to their 

vehicle.  Only 

comprehensive insurance 

pays up in such crashes.  

According to one stateôs 

insurance commissioner, 

ñMany people are not 

aware that the collision 

coverage under an 

automobile insurance 

policy does not cover you 

if you hit a deer.ò 

Ride Safe! 

From the President: Bill Allegretti 
Wildlife Encounters  

Out of Touch!   Tracy Novacich  

In the early stages of the 

21st century, weôve all 

become way to dependant 

upon computers.  At least 

most of us have.  The few 

who receive this newsletter 

via snail mail can stop 

pointing and laughing now!   

As technology progresses, 

we are forced to try to keep 

up.  As a result, we ended 

up with Windows Vista as 

our operating system.  I 

wonôt bore you with the 

details but a recent upgrade  

wreaked havoc on our pc.  

Matt spent way too many 

hours fixing the problem 

however not with out loss.  

Namely, Iôve lost several 

years worth of photographs 

and all of my address book.  

Iôm feeling completely out 

of touch!  So, if you are 

reading this through the 

MARS website and did not 

receive an email from me, 

please drop me a note at 

my new email address:  

tracy@novacich.com 
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Saturday, October 11, 2008 

Michaelôs Restaurant 

1000 Churchmanôs Road, Newark, DE  19713 

(302) 368-4230 

 

Doors open at 8:30am.  Meeting begins at 9:00 am   

Breakfast buffet, beverage, and gratuity.  $10.00 per person 

MARS members attended a 

breakfast meeting on 

Saturday, September 13th at 

the Sportsmanôs Inn in 

Kennedyville, MD. 

Turnout was disappointing 

however the members who 

rode from the northern 

regions say the weather was 

looking ominous.  This may 

have scared a few people off 

however it did turn in to a 

nice day to ride. 

This was our first visit to 

the Sportsmanôs Inn and the 

folks there were very gracious and 

provided a nice meeting room. 
 L to R:  Kevin & Shiela Doughten, Keith 

Coyne, Mike Vayo, Jim Wisniewski, Moe 

Barry   (I hope I got that right!) 

 

There were a total of eight 

members in attendance.   

 

We discussed the idea of 

breakfast rides with a specific 

destination, i.e. museum, 

event, etc. 

After breakfast, everyone took 

advantage of the invitation to 

ride to Peter Hougaardôs shop 

and facility to learn more 

about what he is doing there. 

 

hold an interesting ride after each meet-

ing.  Some months this happens, some 

months it doesnôt.   Once again, we are 

a club of many, not a club of few.  We 

would love to see a full riding schedule 

however that means a few more of you 

need to step up with a suggestion.  If 

you would like to plan and/or lead a 

ride after the October meeting (or any 

other date/time) , please email me at 

Sorry, folks!  This is my time of year to 

slack.  After missing the September 

meeting, I realized Iôll also miss the 

October meeting as well.  We will be 

leaving very early on October 11th for 

a week-long trip around Lake Ontario. 

I also wanted to make a comment about 

the discussion of a destination ride after 

each breakfast.  We are a riding club.  

The original intent, I believe, was to 

tracy@novacich.com or bill at 

bill@allegretti.us.  We will see that the 

word goes out. 

And while I have your attention, news-

letter submissions are due to me via 

email by the 15th of the month for in-

clusion in the next monthôs newsletter. 
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Next MARS Breakfast Meeting 

Meeting Notes:  Bill Allegretti  

Editorôs Notes:  Tracy Novacich  

 RIDERôS RAG 
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Trip Planning:  Need Your Help  Larry Schmittinger  

A Motorcycle Trip of a Lifetime  

All 48 States in 16 Weeks 

It all started with a 

question we must all 

face one day é 

ñWhat am I going to 

do in retirement?ò  

After over thirty 

years as a financial 

advisor, with fifteen 

of those years as a 

manager of others in 

the field, I was 

certain it was not going to be something in 

finance.  No, this would be something for me 

to focus on out of pure pleasure and personal 

interest.  The idea?  A trip around America 

on two wheels.  My intention is to cover all 

48 contiguous states within a four month 

travel time.  No camping out ï at sixty two 

years of age my sleeping on the ground days 

are long behind me!  Instead, I will motel 

hop from one state to the other.  Although 

the thought of a pull behind tent trailer has 

crossed my mind,  I ruled this out for two 

reasons.  Number one: old guys like me need 

their rest, and number two, you can pay for a 

good many motel rooms for the cost of one 

of those campers.  And you sleep in air 

conditioned comfort, have flush toilets, and 

hot showers too!   

My trusty BMW K1200 LT was to be the 

ride, but I sold it and bought a Honda 

Valkyrie (what was I thinking?)  Nice 

cruiser, but for a trip like this?  Start thinking 

about BMWs again.  What bike would you 

buy for such a trip?  With a 16 week time-

table, I hope to average three states a week.  

Hopefully, this will allow time in each state 

to experience the best of the roads, meet the 

locals, taste the local foods, and take some 

pictures along the way. Maybe one or two 

must see sites per state.  The idea is not to do 

a comprehensive tour and travel of each state 

as it is to be able to catch every state in the 

US in the same trip.  Naturally,  I will have to 

modify the time allowed for some of the 

larger states (I doubt I could do Texas, 

California or Florida in two to three days!).  Is 

16 weeks to ambitious? 

My first concern is cost.  Food, fuel, motel 

expense, and maintenance on the bike during 

this excursion is surely going to be expensive.  

Averaging $75.00 per night for lodging seems 

reasonable, and totals out to $8,700.00 (how 

much are those tent trailers again?).  Oh yes, 

air conditioning and flush toilets.  Fuel @ 400

-600 miles per day (average) will come to 

about $50.00 per day and adds another 

$5,800.00 to the trip, and oh yes, I like to eat 

too!  Figuring $40.00 per day for food -- a 

light breakfast ($ 0.00 to $5.00), fast food 

lunch ($7.00 to $9.00) and a good dinner 

($10.00 to $26.00 with an end of the day 

cocktail) is $40.00 per day or $4,640.00 for 

the trip.  My trip budget quickly gets to 

$19,140.00 ($165.00 per day) without 

providing for tolls, entertainment, and 

miscellaneous entrance fees.  At a minimum, 

Iôm going to run through two sets of tires ï 

thatôs not cheap.  How much will  maintenance 

cost?   And I need to provide some funds for 

the unexpected road hazard.  Yes, this little 

trip is going to be expensive ï call it $25,000.  

Have I lost my mind?  I could buy a brand 

new BMW K1200 GT and take a cruise 

through the Caribbean for that much money!  

But you know what ï Iôve been to the 

Caribbean, and already bought many new 

bikes in my lifetime.  Iôm going for it!  So 

help me plan it will you? 

My intention is to pack my lap top computer, 

digital camera, and a tape recorder to try and 

do a decent job of documenting the trip for an 

article and/or slide show when I got home.  

Periodic downloads home will have a 

complete archive of the trip waiting for me 

when  get back.   

 


