
 

 

Editorõs Note:   Iõd like to introduce our new president, Jim 

Kauker.      <wild applause>   See page 3 for details. 

 

2009 is going to be an exciting year for the Mid-

Atlantic Riders and some changes are in store. 

First, we owe a debt of gratitude to Bill 

Allegretti and Keith Siers. They have decided to 

step down from their positions as President and 

Treasurer. Bill and Keith have given their time 

and talent to make MARS a better organization 

and we thank them for their service. I will be 

serving as President for the next year and Mike 

Vayo has offered to serve as Treasurer. Tracy 

Novacich will remain as Vice President and we 

should all be very thankful for her service. If you 

enjoy our newsletter, thank Tracy! 

Iõm hoping that 2009 will be a pivotal year for 

MARS, but we need your help. An organization 

is only as good as the participation of its 

members. With that in mind, here are a couple 

of things that you can do to make MARS a 

better club. 

1. Come to the meetings and voice your 

opinions and concerns. We need your 

input. 

Continued on page 2. 
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2. Write something for the newsletter. You donõt need to be a 

Hemmingway. Perhaps just a first impression of a product you 

purchased or a review of a bed and breakfast that you may have 

stayed in. Maybe an overview of a trip that you took. It doesnõt 

have to be a big thing, but it sure helps Tracy build a better 

newsletter. And it makes for interesting reading to the rest of 

us. So donõt be bashful, send it in. And, oh by the way, donõt 

forget the pictures! 

3. Participate in as many rides as you can. Let us know of an 

interesting location to take the group. 

4. Try to bring in at least one new member this year. Talk to your 

friends and invite them to a breakfast and to ride with us. We 

have a great organization and we need to share it with other 

fellow riders. 

Welcome 2009 - Thoughts From Our New 

President, Jim Kauker  (continued from front) 

5. Try to bring in at least one new member this year. Talk to your friends and invite them to a breakfast and to ride 

with us. We have a great organization and we need to share it with other fellow riders. 

 

Here are some events to keep on your calendar in 2009:  

January 10th- International Cycle Show at the Washington, DC convention center. We will be leaving from our meeting 

to drive down to the Greenbelt, MD train station and taking the metro to the show. Hope you can join us. 

January 31st- MARS banquet at the Clarion. Donõt forget to mark your calendars 

February 6 -8th- The Mid-Atlantic Motorcycle Show at the Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium, MD. 

July 16th-19th- The 37th BMW MOA International Rally at the Appalachian Fairgrounds in Johnson City, Tennessee. This 

will be the centerpiece of our riding program for 2009 and we really want you to join us. Make hotel reservations early! 

August 14 -16- AMA Pro racing at the Virginia International Raceway in Alton, VA. This will be a weekend of AMA Su-

perbike racing that you will not want to miss. 

September 5 th- AMA Superbike racing at the NJ Motorsports Park in Millville, NJ. 

 

In addition we are thinking about a weekend concert trip to Solomonõs, MD, and a weekend trip to Deep Creek, MD and 

day trips to some of the interesting and historic places around the tri-state area. If there is a trip that you are interested 

in, let us know. For me, planning a long trip is easier than planning a day trip. So any thoughts would be a great help. And, 

if you would like to lead a trip, let us know. Maybe there is an interesting place that you visited or an interesting piece of 

asphalt that you have explored. If so, tell us at the meetings or by e-mail. You might like being at the head of the pack. 
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Welcome 2009 - More Thoughts From the 

President (continued from page 2) 

Well itõs 2009 and itõs resolution time., so here are my 2009 

resolutions.   

¶ Exercise more. Sure, everyone says that. But we have some great 

rides planned for this year and I want to be in some kind of shape 

to enjoy them. 

¶ Do a little more wrenching. I have a habit of taking the bikes to 

the dealer for service and, for the major items, Iõll still do that. 

But I think Iõll start doing the minor, routine maintenance myself. 

¶ Spend a little more time riding. Riding is alone time for me. Riding 

removes all thoughts of work and forces concentration on the 

ride. Kind of like meditation at 60 mph. 

¶ Take another riding class. My wife, Trish, and I have taken the beginner and the experienced motorcycle class so far. 

But we believe in continuing education. 

¶ Personally invite more people to join MARS. 

 

Itõs a short list, perhaps, but a list I think I can stick to. 

Finally, I like to say òThanksó. Thanks to all of you that have made MARS a club that Trish and I are proud to belong to. 

We have only been members for about a year, but we have made good friends in that time. I am amazed at the BMW 

brain trust that we have at MARS. Most of you have forgotten more than I will ever know about BMW motorcycles and 

perhaps, about motorcycling in general. Some of you have spent a lifetime on two wheels. I envy you. Trish and I are mid-

life crisis bikers. We got back into it after many years away. Raising kids took the last 20+ years. Now itõs our turn. 

I donõt want to embarrass anyone, but I want to tell you a short MARS story. Last summer, Tracy Novacich went on a 

ride to Bobõs BMW. She broke down on I-95 with a broken water pump. Robert Davis, our past President, left his home 

and brought down a trailer to pick up Tracy and her broken F650GS and took the bike to Bobõs for repair. It probably 

never occurred to Davis what a lifesaver he was that day, but thatõs the kind of people we have at MARS. People, like 

Davis, who give of themselves when we need a hand. Thatõs why I love this club and thatõs why I am proud to serve as 

president this year. 

 

EMT - Emergency Motorcycle Transport  

As a member of the Mid Atlantic Riders, you also have the privilege of contacting 

fellow members, Robert Davis or Rogers George.  Both own trailers and are willing 

to help out in case of an emergency.  You can reach Davis at (302) 345 -0807 and 

Rogers at (302) 631 -0584.  
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21 members attended our breakfast meeting on Saturday, December 

13th at Michaelõs Restaurant in Newark. 

Among them were new members Fran Loeffelholz, Jim Wisniewski, 

and Gifford King.  We also had Regis Bey and Wanda West join us.    

We also had the chance to welcome back Paul Reburn for the first 

time since his accident in July.  Iõm happy to report that Paul looks 

and feels great! 

The big news of the day came from Bill Allegretti.  Bill announced 

that he was stepping down as president.  Jim Kauker has agreed to 

take over and was unanimously voted in as the next President of the 

Mid Atlantic Riders. 

 

December Meeting Minutes       

Tracy Novacich 

In other newsé.Keith Siers has let us know that after two years, he would like to step 

down as treasurer.  Since the announcement at the meeting, Mike Vayo has agreed to 

take over the position.  Mike and Keith will make arrangements for the switch after the 

breakfast meeting in January. 

 

There was discussion about our web site and the roster.  To access the roster (which is 

not complete), you need to key the following address in to your browser:  

www.midatlanticriders.com/roster.  At this screen, you are asked to plug in your email 

address at which time, a link will be emailed to you for access.  If your information is 

not on file, please email Davis at annie@webmost.com so that he can update the roster.  

 

We are still in need of someone to keep the web site up to date.  PLEASE, if you can 

spare 10-15 minutes each month, we need your help!  Itõs not a big deal and we are in 

desperate need of an administrator.  If you can do this, please contact Davis, Jim, or 

myself. 

 

As we are a riding club, we want to ride.  Jim will be making an effort to plan a ride 

after each meeting.  If the weather prohibits a good ride, a rain date will be scheduled.  

We want to plan at least one club ride each month with additional overnight trips as 

well.  If you have a ride destination or would like to volunteer to lead a ride, please 

contact Jim.  (That was a strong hint!  We need participation from our members!)   

Among the rides being discussed are the MOA Rally in Tennessee, Americade, and Mid-

Ohio Vintage Racing.  Info will be given as plans are made. 

 

MARS BREAKFAST 

MEETING  

Saturday,                

January 10th 

Michaelôs Restaurant   

1000 Churchmanôs Rd  

Newark, DE  19713    

(302) 368-4230 

Doors open at 8:30am.  

Meeting begins at 9:00 

am.  Breakfast buffet is 

$10 per person incl. 

beverage and gratuity. 

For those interested, we 

will carpool to 

Washington DC after 

the meeting to attend 

the Cycle World Intôl. 

Motorcycle Show 
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Mid-Winter Banquet 
Saturday,          

January 31, 2009 

The weather outside hasnõt exactly been frightful but who knows what 

January will bring?  Regardless of the temperatures, we will once again be 

gathering with our MARS friends for a mid-winter banquet. 

Admittedly, this is a last minute venture.  Given that we no longer have a 

sponsor at Mapledale Country Club, and many of our members are coming from northern regions of Pennsylvania, 

we are moving to a more central location in New Castle, Delaware.  Thanks to a connection, we are able to keep 

the price down closer to what we were paying at Mapledale.  And we are assured of great food and service at the 

brand new Clarion Belle Hotel.   

 

Cocktail Hour with hors dõoeuvres and cash bar will begin at 

6:00 pm followed by a seated dinner of Saffron Crab Bisque, 

your choice of entr®e with chefõs accompaniments (see 

reservation page), dessert, coffee, tea, and iced tea. 

 

The Clarion Belle Hotel 

1612 N. Dupont Highway 

New Castle, DE  19720 

(302) 299-1414 

 

Discounted hotel arrangements can be made.  Please 

contact Tracy for details if you are interested.   

 

Reservations are required no later than 

Sunday, January 25th.  Please complete and print the 

following reservation page and mail to Tracy along with 

payment of $35.00 per person .  Checks should be made 

payable to the Mid Atlantic Riders. 
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Mid-Winter Banquet 
Saturday,          

January 31, 2009 

Name:  ________________________________________________ 

 

Guest: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________ 

  

                _____________________________________________ 

 

Email:  _____________________________      Phone:   __________________________ 

 

 
Please choose a dinner selection for both you and your guest: 

 

______    German Style Pork Loin  with braised red cabbage and dark beer glaze 

 

______     Roasted Filed of Salmon with seafood crème sauce 

 

______     Sauteed Chicken Francaise with lemon beurre blanc 

Reservations must be received no later than Sunday, January 25th.  Please make checks payable to 

Mid Atlantic Riders and mail payment of $35.00 per person to:  Tracy Novacich, 202 Tinsley Court, 

Newark, DE  19702. 
 

You may also bring the completed form to the January Breakfast Meeting. 
 

 
The club will be covering the cost of incidentals including gratuity and bartender fees. 
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Product Review:  Shoei Multitec  
Mike Vayo 

I purchased a Shoei Multitec helmet in August from Cycle Gear on Route 40 in Bear.   

The helmet is well constructed and quite comfortable.  Ventilation is very good and noise 

level is low at highway speeds.  

My only complaint is during cold weather, the visor tends to fog when you stop moving.  This 

requires you to constantly crack open the visor to clear the fog.  

At an average of $400. itõs not the cheapest helmet available and I would give it three out of 

five stars. 

 

Did you get something new over the holidays?  Tell us about it!  

Email Tracy at tracy@novacich.com for printing in the next 

newsletter.  


