
Welcome to February! 

Although some may say that 
itôs financially irresponsible 
to spend copious amounts 
of money during this 
recession, I beg to differ. My 
wife Trish thought the whole 
process through, examining 
all of our spending and 
saving patterns and felt that 
the best way to support the 
economy was to buy her a 
new BMW. Yes, her 
previous bike was a 
relatively new 2007 F650GS 
with only 10K miles on the 
odometer. Sure, I farkled it 
to her exact specifications, 
and yes, it ran like a top. It 
was in perfect condition too, 
except for that pannier that 
took a little beatingéah, I 
better leave that one alone. 
But, you see, the old 
F650GS just needs one 
more gear and it just needs 
a little more power to keep 
up, she said. My GS is fun, 
but it isnôt exciting, she said. 
Fun versus Exciting, the 
ultimate justification. 
Exciting must be better. I 
immediately wondered what 

side of the fun/exciting 
divide I fell on. If I was 
just fun, but not 
exciting, she may trade 
me in too. What if I 
wasnôt even fun? HOLY 
COW! Better to error on 
the side of exciting, 
even if we go broke. So, 
to Trish, this was a very 
justified purchase. To 
me this falls under the 
old adage ñif momma 

ainôt happy, ainôt nobody 
happyò. So I did my patriotic 
and husbandly duty and off 
to Bobôs BMW we went. 

The ô09 F650GS-2 as they 
are called offers two much 
needed upgrades over the 
old F650GS, two cylinders 
and a 6th gear. The single 
cylinder F650 is now called 
the G650GS. And the new 
F650 actually has an 800cc 
motor. They stopped 
making the F650 
(single) in 2007 and re-
badged it as the G650 
in 2009. 20 years from 
now I am going to sell 
this bike and the call 
will go something like 
this. 

Caller: I was calling 

about your F650. Is it 

the F650 or the G650? 

Me: F650 

Caller : So itôs a one 
cylinder 650 

Me: No itôs a two 
cylinder 800 

Caller : But I thought 

you said it was a 650? So it 
must be a 2008 

Me: No itôs a 2009. They 
didnôt make them in 2008 

Caller : They didnôt make a 
F650 in 2008? 

Me: Sure they did. 

Caller : Excuse me, are you 
smoking dope? 

Me: No, itôs just the magic 
mushroom of BMW 
marketing. 

 

Continued on page 2. 
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Trish Kauker and her new F650 GS -2  



The F650 single is a 
great bike and I am glad 
that BMW chose to keep 
building it. The new F650 
two cylinder is slightly 
heavier, but only by a few 
pounds and it has the get 
up and go to keep up with 
my R1200GSA. (Ha, Ha, 
Ha-thatôs funny) Anyway 
thatôs what Trish thinks. 
Itôll be our little secret. 

This was our second go-
around at Bobôs for this 
bike. We went in 
September and our 
experience wasnôt the 
best. Bobôs was extremely busy that 
day with the Pediatric Brain Tumor 
raffle, etc and so we left without our 
new baby. I learned in late December 
that there would be a $750 price 
increase for deliveries after January 1, 
2009 on this bike. So, after doing the 
math, we decided to give Bobôs another 
shot. I spoke to Bob  

                                                       
about our previous 
experience and he said that 
he would make it right. And 
he did! On December 30th 
Trish brought home her 
new baby, a bouncing F650 
GS, factory lowered and in 
RED. Our sales guy, Karl 

Wagner, made the whole transaction 
seamless. So now, Trish spends these 
cold winter nights studying the 
Touratech catalog for new farkles and 
waiting for a decent day to ride. Come 
On Spring! 
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Our most recent breakfast meeting was 
well attended considering the time of 
year.  I hope the trend continues! 

16 members were in attendance 
including two new members joining us 
for the first time.   

Jim spoke about the direction we would 
like to see the club move towards.  As 
we are a riding club, we want to ride.  
As the weather improves, we will strive 
to include a ride after the meeting or 
possibly a ride to and from a meeting.  

Keeping with the riding idea, Keith Siers 
will find a location in the Dover area for 
our March meeting. 

Keith Siers and Mike Vayo completed 
the turnover of our Treasury.  Mike 
reports our checking account balance 
as $1,559.67. 

Membership dues are traditionally 
collected in March-April.  Our goal is to 
increase membership.  Jim will be 
contacting several vendors to see if 
they will assist us by offering a special 
deal or discount to MARS members.  
We would like to hear your ideas for 
increasing membership and  encourage 
you to invite a new member to each 
meeting.  BMW motorcycles are not  a 
requirement for club membership. 

New member, Vince Johnson sparked a 
discussion over which dealer had better 
service when it came to purchasing and 
maintaining a BMW.  Pros and cons 
were offered by several members on  
experiences with our BMW dealers. 

Meeting Minutes  
Tracy Novacich  

Trish Kauker and Karl Wagner  

Bob Henig, Trish and Karl 

Next Meeting                                              

February 14, 2009 

   

Michaelõs Restaurant                          

1000 Churchmanõs Road                                    

Newark, DE 
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Karl sold me my first motorcycle, an 05 
F650GS and the experience was 
perfect.  In fact, Iôve referred several 
friends to Karl.  I wish him all the best 
and  will miss chatting him up when we 
visit Bobôs. 

Iôm sad to report that Karl Wagner has 
decided to pursue  other interests and 
is no longer selling motorcycles at 
Bobôs BMW.  

Word from Bob is that Karl is still very 
much a part of their extended family 
and plans on helping out with special 
events and the occasional customer. 

Karl Wagner Moving On       
Tracy Novacich  

I purchased a bottle of ñFog Offò from 
Cycle Gear to try on my face shield.  It 
was a waste of time and money.  The 
product does not work and my face 
shield fogged as usual. 

ñNo Fogò cloth by Smith.  Also a waste 
of time and money.  It provided no sig-
nificant performance gains. 

Iôm still looking for a solution to elimi-
nate fogging of the face shield during 
cold weather.  If anyone has experience 
with a product that works, I would ap-
preciate your feedback. 

Product Reviews: A Foggy Problem  
Mike Vayo  

BMW MOA Rally -  July 16 -19  
Tracy Novacich  

The 37th annual BMW MOA 
International Rally will be held in  
Johnson City, Tennessee.   

Several MARS members have already 
committed to attend.  If you are thinking 
about it, my advice  is to book a hotel 

room sooner rather than later. 

Accommodations are quickly becoming 
scarce but we have been contacted by 
Lynn Blackburn of American Classic 
Suites .  They have several  rooms 
available at reasonable rates.  For  

More info, contact her and mention  
BMW MOA. 

Ph:  (423) 926-6200                         
www.americanclassicjohnsoncity.com  
email: johnsoncity@achotels.com 


