Jim Kauker, President

| donot know
| generally HATE winter.
Maybe hate is too strong a
word, but winter is a
season that would work a
lot better for me if it was a

R

¢ heavy pants,

lot shorter. Maybe a couple

of weeks would be OK,
but énah, no
definitely better. Not being
a skier, the snow is just
something to be shoveled.

Sur e, itods
l ine of wor k
You see, | dm

That means that every
time it snows | gotta make
sure that the sidewalks
and drives are cleared and
salted less some poor
pathetic soul slip and fall
and sue my fanny into the
next millennium. In my
youth when slipped and
fall, they would pick
themselves up and hope
no one saw them. It used
to be pretty funny. Now

they call
attorney and
retirement

get rich quick scheme.

Ya ever notice how kids
always like winter. Why is
that? | dond
feel the cold. As a kid, we
used to go out into all

Wi

takes a
flannel shirt,

long johns,
down vest, 4
hat, scarf and ji
a winter coat
just to get out
the door. And [
| dm st
That os
am so
enamored

with my

p r ¢Gerbings

electric jacket liner. I love

¢ my Gerbings. If you have

t

kinds of weather. We never

worried about frostbite or
hypothermia. But now it

Gerbings, you know what |
mean. I f you
Gerbings,
another day go by without
knowing the gleeful joy of
turning that thermostat up
when the weather gets
cold. Electric clothing is
definitely a gift from God.
Pure Bliss when ya just
gotta take the bike out and
its only 35 degrees. Riding
in the winter is one way |

t h e keepmy sanity. ‘
) s
v e | Butspring is just around

the corner. Spring begins
on the VERNAL EQUINOX
which is usually March
20t. Betcha thought |
didndt know
lasts until the SUMMER
SOLSTICE on June 22
Bet cha
know t hat
Wel | € OK |

ei
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soon weodl | b
0Spring has
flowers ris, | wonder where
(da birdies i

pl e &SPRING!

If you missed the Winter
Banquet, you missed a
really good time. The food
at the Clarion was
delicious. The appetizers
were fabulous and
courtesy of Mrs. Tracy
Novacich. The club had
about 15 in attendance so
it was a pretty good
turnout. Good food , good
conversation and great
riding stories. The club
also took the opportunity
to recognize Bill Allegretti
and Tracy Novacich for the

;tal great job they have done

for us. They were each
presented with a plaque to

t h o u g h tshow our appreciation.
tt
| o o | Continued on next page... |
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4 WNBIbETHIS ISSUE:
ung, da

Wa [gech 18 gt
Meeting notes,
Scheduled rides,
A winning story,
Advertising
Bikes for sale,
MMM,
Stimulating News,
Readers Poll,
Apparel Review
AND MORE!!!

This is a record issu€
to start clicking
through the pages!

Thanks to all who
have submitted
articles,
commentary, and
tidbits. This is the
first ti me
save info for a future
edition.

|l dve
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From the President

continued from front page

Keith Siers, our long time treasurer
will also be recognized for his
contribution to the club just as soon
as we can catch up with Keith. We
had a little drawing for some goodies
that people brought and it was a lot
of fun.

*  Between newsletters, be sure to
watch your email for updates on
meeting places, upcoming rides,
and other club news.

*  The Delaware Department of
Motor Vehicles has put up the
dates for the novice and
experienced ri
their website. The MSF
instructors give up their
weekends to offer these
programs and we should take
advantage of them. My son is

de

Remember the MARS
club is here for the
benefit of its members.
So bring your riding
friends to the next
meeting and encourage
them to join. See you at
the next meeting

scheduled to take
the beginners course
in March.

Meeting Minutes

Tracy Novacich

We had a nice turnout for our
February 14th breakfast meeting at

Mi

chael 0s

see some new and old faces!

*

We had a total of 15 members in
attendance plus one guest.

We welcomed three new
members to the club.

Our invited guest was Gary Rowe
of Rowes of Stitches. Gary
brought samples of his
embroidery work so that we can
offer polo shirts, long sleeve
shirts, and sweatshirts to the

club with our logo. Gary is also

Restaur at

*

able to customize his stitching to
match your style and color bike.
More info can be found in the
newsletter.

Once again, the idea of a club
sponsored ERC course was
discussed. Due to the
differences between in state and
out of state fee
to offer a class to the entire club
in Delaware however if 12
members would like to
coordinate a date, now is the
time to do so. If you live in
Delaware and are interested,

please email Tracy.

*

If anyone plans to attend the
BMW MOA Rally in Johnson City,
TN and has not yet secured
accommodations, club member
Moe Barry has a suite booked at
a reasonable rate. He cannot
attend but has not yet cancelled.
If interested, contact Moe at
moeandsusan@comcast.net

bl e
Next Meeting
March 14, 2009
Mi chael 6s Regtaurt
1000 Churchmanos
Newark, DE 19702
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March Maintenance Madness!!!

/|t 6s all

Saturday, March 21, 2009

Since last we met in my tiny garage for
MARS March Maintenance Madness, that
tiny garage has been a busy place. In the
last year, | have bought three motorcycles
and sold two, not counting Annie, the
R1200CLC. Motorcycles are like potato
chips: You cané6t hav

All but one of these bikes required some
farkling, maintenance, or repairs; some

more, some less. The TransAlp required
heads, pistons, rings, carb rebuild, and
dozens of big and little fiddly bits. It got
stripped to the frame, and then the frame

got painted. The R1100R only had a few
oil leaks to stop up, and some bar risers
to add. The 919 is disassembled, waiting
for parts, so that it can be fixed and sold.

Annie broke her shift linkage, and needed

about

t he

new front wheel bearings after 65,000
mil es. The only
been wrenched at is the KLR650; and
thatds because itds
for five feet of snow to thaw off so that |
can fly out and rid
wrenches out with me.

See, the thing is, it really is not all about
the ride. That phrase is bunk. Because
you can have as
much fun in the
garage as you

can on the
street.

To this day, | still
dondt k n (

whole lot about
how to wrench.
Luckily, there are
just three things
you really have
to know: You can
muddle through,
itods fun
thereds a
Everything else
follows from

those three.

Add to this the

fact that with the
economy i n
round up enough green fun tickets to pay
someone else to have the fun at his shop
which you could have had yourself in your
own garage, and there are your solid
reasons to atMARSWMarch h
Maintenance Madness, March 24, at 56
Upland Court, Newark DE 19713

The rules are simple: You show up any
time of day in your work clothes on your
bike; any brand bike at all will do. Bring
your farkle, part s,
case of BMW recommended Castrol 20
50 and a handful of BMW filters on hand

t he

bi k-

crarg

wr ench.

for airheads, or fuel filters, or glass mat

batteries, or any other goodies you may t
need; just give me a holler in advance so

that we can order them up. Any speciahi ¢c a g «

projects or complex farkles, let me know

in advance so | can read up how to instatl a k e
them. Call me at 302 345 0807.

I o1l I have tool s,

rags, all laid out. We have a GS11 on

hand if you want to read your Motronic
brain for error codes. A bike lift, a
maintenance stand, a mercury carb stick
and a home made engine balancer,
torque wrenches, chain lube, milk crates
to sit on, and all sorts of odds and ends,
ranging from that special airhead finned
header nut removal wrench, to a
compressor, are all at your disposal. Bring
brownies (no, not that kind) if you want, or
brews or chips. Tracy is in charge of
bringing the dancing girls. 1

at cost. Somet i me EWhends the | ast tilme
announce a run to TransAm, when | can airbox?
pick up any air filters, or sausage filters '
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How | Won a New BMW Motorcycle
Scott Rugen

You too can be a winner in the BMW winner of the sweepstakes!!! She said experience at least once. The ride
giveaway sweepstakes. Here is how it there were over 4,800 entries home to Oxford (PA) was cautious so
happened to me. In April 2007 | took  nationwide. She then told me that | as not exceed the rev limits or

the rear wheel o f had my choice of the K1200 R Sport, embarrass myself with its

Trans Am Cycles in Lititz to replace the F800, or the F650. She unbelievable braking power. | finally
the tire. While speaking with the suggested | find a dealership willing made it home and parked the GS in
service manager, he asked if | rode to work with me on a trade in the the back yard. Once Denise got home

the trusty old /6 very often and I event I di dndt wanwe just sat and looked at the bikdb i k e s
proceeded to tell him that it was the  offered. and marveled at the remarkable lines

only bike 1 6ve had I and engineering.

bOUght it used from a University of A couple of weeks and phone calls

Delaware graduate student. | later | ended up meeting Chris We v e had s ome wonde

reminisced about the rides to Maine  prosickS al e s Manager already and are looking forward to
and the Blue Ridge Parkway my wife. BMW in Hamburg (PA). My wife many more despite the four inches of
and | had taken and how reliable and  (Denise) and | worked with Chris and snow that fell last night
comfortable it was. He then completed a couple of test rides '
suggested that | enter the BMW pefore settling on a beautiful
motorcycle giveaway sweepstakes by red 1200GS sitting in the
entering my name in the showroom.  showroom. The deal went like
Off to the showroom I went and found  thijs. | arranged to have a new
the promotional advertising and K1200 R Sport shipped to
sweepstakes entry box. | filled outthe He r my & s from B
card and dropped it in the box and that | exchanged for the 1200
really didndt thingsplus a litte cash. Once all:
afterwards. | was more interested in  the paperwork was completed |
getting the new tire scrubbed inon and Her myos kn
the /6 in preparation of a good riding  pe getting a new K1200, Chris [#
season. called me to tell me the GS was §
ready to be picked up.

About two months later | received
notification from BMW Motorrad via A Coup|e of days later Denise LEH 3
certified mail that | had been agnd | travel ed [,

conditionally approved as one of the Capri otti 6s su d
winners of a new BMW. Enclosed with cake as a small measure of our ;
the letter was an affidavit | had to  appreciation to the staff at
complete and have notarized along Her my & s for t
with a copy of my drivers license. As treatment we received. After |
you can imagine, these documents signing the title work and |
were signed and notarized most having a bite to eat, it was time |
expeditiously and returned to BMW  to mount up and head home. |
Motorrad. ~ Several tense and \What a feeling | had riding that [
sleepless nights later | then received  motorcycle out of the parking |
a phone call from a woman at BMW ot realizing that | had actually
Motorrad informing me that | had wo n Pt 't d&s
been selected and approved as the BMwW enthusiast should
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MARS Networking

Tracy Novacich

How often have you made casual conversation with someone and
either asked or have been asked, oWhat do you do?dé | overh
least once or twice each time MARS members get together.

In the spirit of networking, the questions was sent out as
Reader s Pol I . There were mixed responses from peopl e on
or not to participate. As al ways, Readerds Polls are stri

There will be no arm twisting for info or spying for those other
motorcycle groups.

Larry Schmittinger: | am an independent investment advisor and financial planner with over 30 years of
experience. For the most part, | focus on the needs of individuals who are on the dstep of retirement, or those

who are already retired. The services | provide include investment advice, investment portfolio management,
retirement plan rollovers, estate planning, and generational wealth transfer planning. The goal of my work is to
provide my clients with the necessary financial stability and cash flow to enjoy a happy and successful retirement. |
maintain an open line of communication with my clients, and meet frequently with them. In some cases | provide
discretionary portfolio management for clients who do not have the time or experience to do this work on their own.
This gives my clients the freedom to pursue their retirement goals while having the peace of mind that their portfolio
is being professionally managed. Most clients work with me because they come to appreciate my dedication to their
investment welfare and my friendly communication style. After subject knowledge and integrity, empathy is the most
important thing | bring to the table. If any of our members are dealt the lagff card they should contact me regarding
the status of and options on their retirement plan or 401k at the former employeihere are three BIG reasons to
consider rolling over their retirement plan or 401k into a setfirected IRA. Aside from the trauma of being laieff,

this is a critical time in history tqorotect their retirement assets. Larry.schmittinger@Ipl.com (302) 239102

BrianUmholtz:1 1 ive in the Harrisburg area and | am recently ur
umholtz@juno.com

Robert Davis: | work for a small company which reduces the unemployment compensation tax rate which the
employer pays. The unemployment tax is a unique tax in that it is a variable rate of taxation, and there are things an
employer can do to affect it. Part of our work is to handle unemployment claims for our clients. Needless to say, we
are flat out swamped beyond belief right now. Add to this the fact that one key employee recently jumped ship and
another died, and you can swiftly see that we are up to our ass in alligators. Not much that networking can do for us
here, unless you have some magic way to make slow payers cough up the bucks they owe. But my business on the
side could sure use a plug. | have an internet server, | create and host web sites, and | do a fair amount of database
and programming work. If you need a site, are contemplating a blog, want to open an on line store, or etc., give me a
holler at 302 345 0807. MARS members always get the nice guy discount,annie@webmost.com (302) 39807

Tracy Novacich: | work for Sysco Foodservice of Eastern Maryland. To summarize, | sell food and supplies to
restaurants, hotels, caterers, schools, or anyone else in need of such products. In addition, | provide

consultation services to my customers to help them run a more profitable operation. So if you are riding down

the road and see a sign telling you a new restaurant i s
Oh, one more thingé. Unchai indepedantrestadrant! aracg@nsvagcp.acomt your |
(302) 723-2354
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