
A few years ago, a best 

seller was published.  

Author Spencer Johnsonõs 

book, Who Moved My 

Cheese? , was quickly 

embraced by major 

companies such as AT&T, 

General Motors, Hewlett-

Packard, Pepsi, Xerox, and 

many more. 

To sum it up quickly, the 

story is about four 

characters who live in a 

maze and look for cheese.  

Two are mice and two are 

mouse-size people.  

Cheese is the metaphor for 

what you want in life and 

the maze is where you look 

for what you want.  When 

someone moves your 

cheese, itõs up to you to 

determine how you deal 

with it.  In other words, 

change is constant.  

Everything changes and 

you can determine how you 

handle it. 

What does this have to do 

with motorcycling?  Not a 

lot.  But it does effect how I 

choose to publish the 

Riderõs Rag.   

You see, as the Editor in 

Chief with a staff of none, I 

get to pick the content.  I 

choose the layout, design, 

even the color.  And 

frankly, Iõm tired of blue 

and white.   

Sometimes I receive a 

handful of 

submissions 

from 

members for 

the 

newsletter.  

Sometimes 

not. 

So Iõve 

decided to 

broaden our 

horizon and 

move some 

cheese.   

The Mid Atlantic Riders has 

always been open to 

members who ride other 

brands of motorcycles.  Iõve 

decided that we will also 

affiliate with the Moto 

Guzzi National Owners 

Group.  Additionally, I have 

entered in to discussions 

with the local HOG chapter 

to piggy back on their 

membership list since it 

encompasses a large 

majority of riders in New 

Castle County.  (Iõve even 

negotiated an orange doo-

rag for MARS member, Bill 

Silvey!) 

By doing so, I hope to 

accomplish two things: 

1. Substantially increase 

our membership - 

thereby also increasing 

our bank account. 

2. By accomplishing #1, 

we should also see 

increased newsletter 

submissions on a wide 

variety of topics.   

As I endeavor to create a 

well-rounded newsletter, Iõll 

also be adding a food 

section, discussions on 

plant life and landscaping, 

and a monthly column on  

pet care. 

I expect several new 

members to attend our 

next meeting and I know 

you will all welcome them 

(and their wallets)  

graciously.  While we may 

inadvertently raise the 

decibel level of our club 

rides, Iõm told that our lives 

will ultimately become 

safer.  Bring your own ear 

plugs! 

I hope you enjoy the first 

Riderõs Rag published with 

our new members in mind 

and I welcome only your 

warmest thoughts and 

comments.    
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I turned 52 today.  A 52 year 

old body with an adolescent 

brain.  Itõs a bad combination. 

Well there isnõt anything 

anyone can do about aging 

and, as they say, it sure beats 

the alternative. Anyway I 

always figured that if you have 

your health and freedom, the 

rest is relatively easy.   

Fortunately I am pretty 

healthy, not in the clink, and 

have a great family.   A rich 

man in every sense of the 

word except monetarily.  But 

hey, money isnõt everything. If 

you have enough money to 

buy a motorcycle, especially a 

BMW motorcycle, then things 

have got to be pretty good. 

But getting older brings into 

focus the need to take care of 

this mortal coil.  To protect it 

from the hazards of 

motorcycling. This brings me 

to an article that I found on 

the net called òThe Injury 

Reduction Benefits Of 

Motorcycle Protective 

Clothingó by Liz de Rome of 

LdeR Consulting of Sydney, 

Australia. Published in 

September of 2006 the 

article is concerned with the 

use of protective gear to 

minimize the effects of a low 

speed crash, to aid in the 

conspicuity of the motorcyclist 

and to reduce the 

environmental 

effects of 

riding. 

Protective gear 

should help 

prevent 

crashes by 

reducing 

fatigue, 

distraction, 

dehydration 

and visibility. 

Helmets were 

not included in 

the study because they are 

mandatory in Australia. You 

can find it on the web at: 

http://www.ntsb.gov/events/

symp_motorcycle_safety/

rider%20protective%

20equipment%20panel/liz%

20de%20rome%20-%20lder%

20consulting/liz%20de%

20rome%20-%20lder%

20consulting%20(paper).pdf 

Some interesting statistics 

from this article: 

* 75% of motorcycle 

accidents occur at 

speeds less than 35 mph 

* Injured riders wearing 

leather spent an average 

of 7 days less in the 

hospital and returned to 

work 20 days earlier. 

* Protective clothing can 

prevent or reduce 43% of 

soft tissue injuries and 

63% of extensive injury 

* 40% of riders involved in 

an accident either 

tumbled, rolled or slide 

from the point of impact 

without hitting anything 

else. These incidents 

less likely to result in 

sever injury where 

protective gear is worn. 

* òIn 1993 the European 
Experimental Vehicle 

Committee recognized 

that, while head injuries 

account for 80% of 

fatalities, the LEGS are 

the area most frequently 

injured in a motorcycle 

crashó 

Now there is something I 

didnõt know and it bears 

repeating.  Legs are the area 

most frequently injured in a 

motorcycle crash. I know that 

I am preaching to the choir, 

but please remember that 

little bit of trivia when you pull 

up your jeans to go for a ride. 

Continued on page 3. 
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Safety First  

From previous page.   

The March meeting was a lot of fun. We 

gave Keith Siers his plague in 

appreciation for all of the work that he 

has done as treasurer on behalf of the 

club. We welcomed new members and 

look forward to a lot more. After the 

meeting about 10 of us took a ride to 

Susquehannock State Park. On the way, a 

guy pulled up in an SUV and asked my 

wife about all the bikes. Seems he has a 

BMW and wanted people to ride with. 

With pride she told him to find us at òMid

-Atlantic Riders.comó.  We ought to get 

another new member out of it. Keep your 

eye on the newsletter and your e-mail for 

up-coming events and rides and keep 

safe on the road! 

Editorõs Note:  The mystery man has 

been identified as Davisõ Mailman and 

we should see him around soon! 

Bob LeComte 

Michael Boucher 

Klaus Vicari 

Tom Clemow 

Tom Pleasanton 

Glenn & Mary Miller 

Susie Zeiner 

Brad Jacoby 

Charles Przynski 

Christopher Griffin 

Daniel Pillets 

David Ward 

Fred Hegel 

George Parke 

James Calarco 

Jeffrey Lewis 

James Baldassarre 

John Marshall, Jr. 

James Martin 

Kevin Hammer 

Mark Bergsman 

James Adams 

Mark Morrow 

Richard Holbert 

Robert Czaja 

Scott Bauer 

Tom Kingston 

Thomas Daubert 

Thomas Carcio 

Todd Nebel 

William Zager 

 

Welcome New Members!!!  
Once again, we welcomed quite a few new faces to our breakfast table.  In addition, we again 

must thank Hermyõs BMW for sponsoring another group of new members.  Those listed below 

in red have recently purchased new BMWõs from Hermy and he has graciously paid their dues 

for the coming year.   
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Meeting Minutes:  March 14th  

Tracy Novacich   

Once again, we had a great turnout during 

a historically slow month.  Iõm really happy 

to see so many new faces each time we 

gather! 

On March14th, we met at Michaelõs 

Restaurant in Newark for our monthly 

breakfast meeting.  25 members and 

guests were in attendance..  The parking 

lot saw a record 18 bikes. 

* Five new members attended for the 

first time.   

* Jim Kauker presented Keith Siers 

with a plaque showing our 

appreciation for his service as 

treasurer during the past few years. 

* We have quite a few events planned 

in the next few months. Including a 

brunch ride, the Girls Get Away, 

Weekend in Deep Creek, Classic MC 

Show, and more.  Jim handed out a 

printed list of upcoming events.  That 

list can be found later in this 

newsletter..  Jim figures that most of 

you guys donõt bring a pen and paper 

or a significant other to manage the 

schedule so a hand-out should help. 

* April begins membership renewal 

month but we started early..        

$140 00 was collected from new 

and renewed members.   

* Tracy reviewed the renewal 

schedule.  Membership renewal is 

taking place now through the month 

of April.  The month of May is 

reserved for the stragglers.  As of 

May 31st, if your dues have not been 

received, you will be removed from 

the mailing list.  Please take a 

moment to print the renewal form in 

this newsletter and mail it in with 

payment today. 

* Paul Reburn was kind enough to host 

the 50/50 raffle.  The pot totaled 

$52.00 with $26.50 awarded to the 

winner, Bill Silvey.   

* Keith Siers has arranged our next 

breakfast meeting at the Nobel Eagle 

Family Restaurant in Dover.  The 

meeting will be held on Saturday, 

April 11th at 9am.  Please bring cash 

and make note of what you are 

ordering.  This is on the honor 

system so chip in enough to cover 

what you order along with gratuity.  

Please donõt stick your fellow club 

members with an unnecessary bill. 

* There will be a club ride after the 

April meeting heading south through 

some scenic roads and arriving at 

Bobõs BMW to take advantage of his 

tax-free shopping day. 

* After our club meeting, nine  

members participated in the first 

club ride of the season.  Matt 

Novacich led the group out of 

Newark for an easy jaunt towards the 

Conowingo.  After the obligatory stop 

at Royal Farms, we headed north to 

the Susquehannock State Park.  Our 

route had us dodging road apples 

and meadow muffins as Matt once 

again led us by way of several cow 

paths.  (No GS needed for these 

rides, by the way!)  . 

Keith Siers and Jim Kauker 

l-r:   Fran Loeffelholz, Jed Simpson, Mike Vayo, Kris Simpson, jim Kauker, Trish 
Kauker, Bob LeComte, Matt Novacich, Tracy Novacich, Jeff Culbertson, Tom 
Clemow 


