
They finally caught us. No, not the Department of 

Homeland Security. Weõre a pretty mellow group. 

Not the IRS either. We, like most Americans, donõt 

have enough money to interest them. So what did 

we do that was so heinous? Well the big guys at 

BMW want all of the international clubs to change 

their club logos to conform to BMW guidelines. 

BMW wants to be able to legally protect the 

roundel and the òBMWó word mark worldwide. 

Seems like a reasonable request and, as we are a 

reasonable group, we will comply. It may take a 

few months to get it correct but we will start 

working on it pronto. I think it was at the January 

meeting that there was some discussion about 

our club logo. Seems that the positioning of 

Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 

Maryland on our logo are not entirely 

geographically accurate. So change we must and 

change we will. Be on the lookout for our new 

(conforming) club logo coming to a newsletter 

near you. As we are going through this effort, 

does anyone have an interest in purchasing club 

jackets, polo shirts, hats, etc with the new and 

improved MARS logo? We can talk about cost 

later. Right now I would like to get an idea of a 

level of interest. E-mail me at 

Jkauker07@verizon.net with your thoughts. 

 

*********************************  

Looking for some fun and juvenile stuff to do on a 

rainy spring day. Check out the motorcycle racing 

at: 

 http://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/

motorcycle-games/index649.html   OR 

    http://www.gameolay.com/games/motorcycle-

games.html 

Yeah I know, we are all too old for that stuff, but 

itõll take your mind off of the rain. 

*********************************  

The March meeting at the Noble Eagle Diner in 

Dover went really well. The weather was lousy but 

the turnout, on bikes, was terrific.  Eleven of us 

braved the weather for a nice breakfast. Gifford 

King told us about a sale going on at Diamond 

Motor Sports in Camden. The discounts came in 

the form of an Easter egg hunt. You picked the 

Easter egg out of a basket and open it and 

you got your discount. Except there was a 

grand prize of $100 off any accessories in 

the store. Trish picked first and got a 10% off 

ticket. I looked over the eggs. There were 

some placed low in the basket and some 

placed on top of the others. I spied one dead 

in the middle of the basket on the bottom 

layer. As I reached for it, the eyes of the gal 

holding the basket got real big, so I knew I 

was onto something. Turns out I won the 

grand prize of $100 off.  My lucky day! So we 

stocked up on more stuff that we didnõt need 

and bought a lottery ticket thinkinõ maybe 

lightning will strike twice. Needless to say, 

lightning did not strike twice. But we had fun. 

********************************  

Question of the month- Trishõs girlfriend has a 

very short inseam (24ó). She currently rides a 

Honda 250 Rebel but would like to move up 

to a larger bike. I would appreciate any 

suggestions as to any models she should be 

considering. Most bikes are too large for her.  

E-mail me at Jkauker07@verizon.net with 

your suggestions and thank you in advance.
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Page through to  

find out! 

Tracy is looking 

for pictures of 

YOU and YOUR 

FIRST 

MOTORCYCLE. 

 

Please email to 

Tracy@Novacich
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No MARS Meeting On May 9th  
  

 

The second weekend in May is our MARS 

weekend ride to Deep Creek, MD.  While par-

ticipants are not numbering as we hoped, a 

handful of us are still going.   

Among the handful of travelers are Jim Kau-

ker and Tracy Novacich.  Mike Vayo is com-

mitted elsewhere that weekend. 

So as all club officers are otherwise engaged, 

we have cancelled the May meeting. 

HOWEVERé.we will be riding to British and 

European Classic Motorcycle Day on Sunday, 

May 17th.  Plan to meet at Michaelõs Restau-

rant in Newark at 8:30 am.   

Bill Allegretti says that this is the greatest 

event of the year!  For complete info, go to 

their website: www.classicmotorcycleday.org. 

Speaking of Being Spanked  
  

I heard that there were a handful of  

members who never read past the first 

page of the newsletter last month.  If 

you were one of them...and you all 

know who you are!....go back and take 

another look. 

 

APRIL FOOL!!! 
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My Last Motorcycle   Larry Schmittinger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There comes a time when you realize the 

number of years you have ahead of you 

are far fewer than behind you.  Having 

recently celebrated my 62nd birthday I 

realized this slightly uncomfortable 

factoid as I pondered the purchase of 

what may well be my last motorcycle.  The 

fact that I am now eligible for social 

security payments (albeit the reduced 

early payment option) 

kind of gives me  a new 

perspective.  Iõm 

getting to be  an old 

guy!  The factors going 

into my decision of 

what to buy were pretty 

clear.  My preference is 

long distance touring, 

meaning 6-8 hours a 

day in the saddle kind 

of touring.  I wanted to 

get a ride that would 

perform at least as well 

as my last favorite, the 

K1200LT. But 

remembering the heft 

of that 800 pound 

monster in parking lots 

and tight places left me 

wondering just how 

long or how well I would 

be able the handle it in 

my declining years.   Solution?  How about 

the 200 pound lighter R1200RT?  

Snooping E-Bay for this model I spotted 

one ð an õ05 with 

only 450 miles on 

the odometer!  Talk 

about a mid-life 

crisis, the previous 

owner bought it 

new at over 

$18,000, rode it 

one weekend and 

put it in the garage 

for the next four 

years!  Having 

satisfied myself by 

talking to the 

previous owner that 

this was a true 

story, a waited until 

the last few 

seconds of the 

auction a òsnipedó 

it (e-bay term for 

this technique) at $12,350!  I think that 

was a seal!  Man do I like this ride.  It 

handles much more like a motorcycle 

than the LT (which 

handled better 

than any Gold 

Wing I ever rode), 

itõs lightning quick, 

and as soon as I 

install some 

highway pegs Iõm 

ready for my first 

long distance 

jaunt!   

 

The plan from here  

(modified by the 

bear market we 

are all suffering 

through) is to start 

taking a lot of long 

weekends to get 

the riding in as 

previously 

discussed.  

Instead of a 48 

state tour (too long, too costly), I am 

making a list of the Top Ten Sites To See 

on a Motorcycle.  The western sites will be 

done after full retirement 2-3 years from 

now.  This should satisfy my late life 

Motorcycle Touring Jones.  Suggestion are 

hereby officially solicited. I figure Iõve got 

a good solid 8 years of riding ahead of me 

before I hang it up out of safety and 

coordination concerns.  Brother Jay (older 

members will remember òWarp Factor 

Jayó) made it to 68 riding ð surely I should 

make it to 70!   

 
Larry Schmittinger is an independent 

financial planner and  investment advisor 

from Wilmington, DE.  Riding since he 

was 16, he rides a 2005  BMW R1200 

RT.  He is a charter member of a 

BMWMOA club called MARS ð MidAtlantic 

Riders. Larry is 62.  Share your 

sentiments via e-mail: 

larry.schmittinger@lpl.com. 


