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Volume IV, | MEETING MINUTES: $EMBER 12, 2009
October 20 MIKE VAYO, TRASURER

Meeting Place:

Michael's Restaurant, 1000 Churchman's
Rd, Newark De.

Time: 9am Topics of Discussion:
Conditions: Wet We need to get serious about riding,
Ride Leader: A What rain, | ei Eeedr”fjﬁi %rs & |“9 ayd
Schmittinger rides ub is a out

e - riding , lets get out there and do
Destination: Mushroom Festival some. The next couple of months
Kennett Square, PA should be great for riding; cooler

weather and hopefully dry. Please
send a google groups message on
any destination or ride you would like
to lead.

11 Attendees: Terry Stoneman, Bill &
Cathy Silvey, Paul Reburn, Jeff
Culbertson, Tom Clemow, Tim Bayard,

Ed Lombardi, Fran Loeffelholz, Larry
Schmittinger, Mike Vayo A club any club is only as good as its

membership makes it. It takes
participation by all to make it work or

Announcements: it just becomes a disenchanted group
that gets together once in awhile.
1. Newsletter submissions due into Tracy
l Novacich by Sept 15th We have 82 paid up members. It
would be nice to see greater
2. Oktoberfest at De Saengerbund on participation at the meetings. Please
Sept 19th, email Tracy if you plan to come out and support your club, get

attend, headcount required by Sept 15th  active , lead a ride.
to Klaus Vicari for M/C parking. Lets do it.

Open item not discussed : We need
3. British car and bike show, Oct 3rd to determine if MARS will donate to
Dover De. Need a ride leader. Advise via the Pediatric Brain Tumor

gopgle groups if you will attend. Lets put Foundation , and how much we would
a ride together. like to donate.

I
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Preparing for the Long Ride

How do | count thee, Oh 15007?

Let's do a little math. 1500 miles divided
by 24 hours equals 62.5 miles per hour.
Now that's not an unreasonable speed,
and maybe once you could average
that if you got a good night's sleep
beforehand, and arranged to end the 24
hours before it got dark. Pretty hard to
do, and utterly out of the question if you
want to do more than one in a row. So
let's give ourselves a little sleep, shall
we? 1500 divided by a long day in the
saddle, 18 hours, gives 83.3 mph.
Average. Not counting gas and potty
breaks. You want to pick your highways
pretty carefully, lest you receive any
performance awards and their attendant
delays. What if we compromise and do
a really long day, say 20 hours on the
road? The average is a bit more
reasonable 75 mph. You should be able
to get away with that on a lot of open
interstates and some back roads west
of the Mississippi. Well, we're in good
old Delaware out here; not too many
empty roads. That leads me to the
Three Principles of the Long Ride.

Permission, Preparation, and
Production.

Phase One - Permission
Let's talk about permission. You will not
complete this ride without some kind of

support group. Unless you're leaving
your wife for good, | suggest that you
need her support. Moral support, and
maybe logistical. Presumably she's your
most loyal fan, and more willing to help
out than others would be, especially if it
calls for weird hours.

My motorcycle was a birthday gift from
my dear sweet wife, so | have a pretty
good start on the permission angle.
One has to take into account her needs,
too, though. Get yourself some really
good insurance for the trip, but don't
make too big a deal about it. This is to
help her over the hump if you mangle
yourself, not a way to persuade her to
let you do it. Have a serious talk, and
find out her actual worries. Your wife is
the best person in the world for knowing
your weaknesses, and if she has any
worries, those are your most important
preparation tasks. Maybe she's worried
about you being eaten by rattlesnakes
in the Iron Butt Motel. Arrange to crash
(metaphorically) with someone in the
club. Promise to observe your body's
tiredness signals, and describe them to
her, so she'll know you're not bluffing.
Show her the route. Promise to call. Do
some practice trips; get her used to the
idea. Whatever she needs. They will
turn out to be things you also need. Do
them, and you, the ride, and she will all
be happier. I'll get into some of these
things in more detail later, because they
fall into the preparation
category.

Just know that a ride is
more likely to succeed
with a cheering squad
at home.

Phase two --
Preparation

I've been promising to
write about doing a
1500-mile-in-a-day
motorcycle ride called a
Bun Burner Gold, and |
got started a couple
posts ago. (Poetry is

e such a distraction to

Rogers George

me...). But it's raining, so riding is a bit
less attractive at the moment, and |
need a break from job hunting, so |
think I'll get back down to business.
Anybody out there need a good tech
writer, though, drop me a line.

I mentioned you need a support group,
namely your spouse. That's the
Permission phase. Next you need to
Prepare. Preparation has three partsd
you, your bike, and your logistics. Not
necessarily in that order.

Logistics: The IBA BBG is called an
extreme ride, so they're pretty careful
about the documentation. That means
you need to have someone, not you,
say that you actually started on the ride,
and actually finished. Doesn't have to
be the same person on both ends of the
ride, and doesn't have to be an IBA
member, but they do have to sign the
form and be willing to answer a phone
call from the IBA about the ride. To get
the form, go here (it's at the bottom of
the page), and print it out.

Bike: (I'm assuming you're doing this on
a BMW. Do not attempt this ride on a
crotch rocket.) Have Tom Cutter of the
World Famous Rubber Chicken Racing
Garage give your bike a thorough going
-over. And have him do the repairs he
suggests. Motorcycles, good as they
are, are not as dependable as cars.
Sorry, but them's the facts. You can
pretty well count on most cars
nowadays going 100K miles with
nothing but an occasional oil change.
Not so motorcycles, even BMWs.
You're about to put a lot of stress on
that bike, and nothing ruins a good ride
like an unexpected breakdown. Except
an accident, but that's different.

You: Wean yourself from coffee for a
couple weeks. Get it thoroughly out of
your system. That way, if you need that
little caffeine boost, you won't be used
to it, and it'll have the desired effect.
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Preparing for the Long Ride

From previous page.

Logistics: Plan the ride, and include
alternatives to your route.

Print out maps. Memorize the route.
Program the GPS. Print maps even if
you have a GPS. Do not depend on the
GPS. Figure out the timing so you're
not going through major metro areas
during rush hour. A nice Baltimore to
Key West by way of Atlanta is 1503
miles. Straight shot, nice destination,
but you have to go through Baltimore,
DC, Richmond, Atlanta, Jacksonville,
and Miami to get there. Consider doing
your BBG as a one-day break in a nice
relaxing vacation out west. West edge
of Omaha to east of Salt Lake City and
back, maybe.

Bike: If you put on new tires, put a
couple hundred miles on them before

the ride. Gets the manufacturing oil off
them. If Tom's checkup involves any
new parts, ride a while to be sure
everything's okay, and you're
comfortable with the changes. Same
thing with other farkles. You want to be
sure that new tank bag doesn't have a
tendency to slid left all the time.

You: Do a Saddlesore ride (only 1000
miles). For one thing, the IBA requires
at least one other long ride before you
do a BBG, but you really need to know
how your bike feels to you (and how
you feel) after a bunch of hours in the
saddle. Decide if you can stand that
slight angle of your handlebars that
twists your wrist a little too much.

Bike: Ah, the issue of carrying extra
gasoline. An auxiliary tank can reduce
the number of stops. | get a almost 250

Next Meeting
October 10, 2009

Mi chael 6s
1000
Newark, DE 19702

Tire kickind
gins at 9:00am.

beg

cludes beverage and gratuity.

Rest aur ani
Chur chmana s

Breakfast buffet is $10 per person and in-

i ns

Rogers George

miles from a tankful of highway driving.
If you average 75 mph, that's about
three hours.

Plenty long for me. I've never used an
auxiliary tank. The break every three
hours is worth it. 1500 divided by 250 is
six stops. Doable.

Logistics: If something happens that
prevents completion of the ride, you
might still have a saddlesore in there.
That's a decent consolation prize. Plan
alternative start dates. You do not have
to tell the IBA when you're going to do
the ride. If you get unexpected bad
weather, it's okay to start a day or week
later.

You: Phase three.

Ri derds Rag
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Speedo Errors: Why High? Robert Davis

Why does your speedometer read high? For the last, | dunno, 20 years or so, every single motorcycle | have owned, tte spaddom
high. The odd thing is, the odometer is pretty accuresrandsreado wha
higher than others. BMW speedos are like ridiculous. Riders get angry, puzzled, stumped. Many complain. Some threateonivayit

gets done. You get your hands on your next bike, that speedo sucks too.

| believe that | have discovered why.

Wherever institutionalized idiocy prevails, look for the palsied iron fist of governmé&ake a gander at this nonsense:
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29regs/r039rle.doc

Especially, look at these two sections:

5.2.2. The test shall be carried out with the vehicle at its unladen weight.

5.3. The speed indicated shall not be less than the true speed of the vehicle. At the test speeds specified in
paragraph 5.2.5. above, there shall be the following relationship between the speed displayed (V) and the true
speed (Vy).

0¢ (Vi-Vo) ¢0.1V,+4kmih

These are the EU regs governing speedometers. Yes, the same people who attempted to adulterate German beer dicitsalaik.afo |
the effect of these two sections, one by one.

5.2.2. The test shall be carried out with the vehicle at its unladen weight.

Why wunl aden? | dondt know about you, but | am usual |l yotwcgclemy mot
ever operate unladen? How far does it get when it tries? Who opened the garage door and let the beast out on its oslesz Nbaeiththe

way the speedo is tested. This strange requirement alone is a major factor in speedo inaccuracy. Consider that as clonb aboard,

you probably squish the tire down half an inch. Of course, that svelte little freckled cutie pie who climbs up behindlydotésienough

poundage to affect the tire radius at all. On the other hand, the ton and a half of useless crap she packs in andiems,ttrenggrand rack

sure do. We havenét even got to the gas in the t anbgthetimayolhgetl ess t
to cruising down the highway, you probably have an inch less tire radius than the bike would have unladen. Then yowa lean amtd,

because the tires are round in cross section, the radius drops even more. To top it off, the tires have a reprehersitite weradethose

little rascals. Not to mention that you forgot to inflate with Summer air. Again.

Howdés this work out mathematically? It makes a whol exanpleAnkie,of a |
our R1200CLC. Anni eds speedo reads off the ABS ring molugwlised on
means you start with a 150 radius. The 170 before t theslashimaagash me an
it has an 80% aspect ratio. Yes, inches, millimetres, and ratio, all in one compact little 170/80 15. So, cutting te, tatkechadicious

application of the pocket <calculator and a big slférecrec eo.f Lpet,d st hsag
that tire down half an inch with my big butt. A 17 s®dedoissnaedi us vy
reading 2.7% high. Now | etds pack the Bionic FrecklI| wa7. 84udg, g atghee
circumference is a mere 54.4806, and we are readi ng ppdathfnsfkandgh. We

your error just goes up and up.
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Speedo Errors: Why High? Robert Davis

5.3. The speed indicated shall not be less than the true speed of the vehicle. At the test speeds specified in
paragraph 5.2.5. above, there shall be the following relationship between the speed displayed (V ;) and
the true speed (V »).

0¢ (Vi-Vo) ¢0.1V,+4kmih

This section can effectively be summarized like so:

1. EU regulations prescribe that the speedometer may never read less than real speed. The same regs say the spee@6 phay4ead 10
klicks high.

Their odd formula will not format correctly when pasted into my brainium. But that seems to be the essence of it. Nawsghiuinythe
Bavarian engineero6s swivelling chair for a moment. Wyerghttnanded
you aim at dead smack center of dead certain accurate. But if the spec says ten percent plus four clicks North ofi@cgatagent at the

center, as you have always been trained to do, and you wind up wildly inaccurate.

Five percent and two clicks from aiming at the middle of the spec, plus, say, four or five percent from actually shtrgkerand wearing
the tire down, and all of a sudden you have beemerphiliacs cussing the company and threatening lawsuits.

What kinda cranioe e ct al insertee thinks this crap up? Gubmint . tteNabwithe we
that. Thatés change | can believe in.

So what can you do about it? As you may know, my current daily commuter is a Kawasaki KLR650. The KLR is a low tech radelone m
piss poor manufacturing standards by left handed monkeys on drugs. Fortunately, this approach lends itself to lowoesHsotuts a
practical speedo fix applied to a KLR. Warning: | have not attempted this yet on any beemer. Please feel free to &l angbrapgort back:

Water Temp
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Ride Report: BMW RA Rally, Canaan

Valley, WV Mike Vayo

Larry Schmittinger and | rode to the
BMW RA this past July 23 thru July 26.

We left Pike Creek valley

around 8 A.M. and headed for
Baltimore Md. By the time we reached
the Susquehanna river it was raining
pretty hard. We rode through the rain
for about 2 hours then the sun came
out. The rest of the ride to WV was
great.

We arrived in Canaan Valley around
2:30 PM just before more rain started to
move into the area.

The Canaan Valley Resort is a very
nice place for a rally with plenty of great
roads to ride.

Larry and | went for ride to check out
some of wind turbines along the
mountain ridge. They are really

into wind power in West Virginia. | took
a ride over to Blackwater Falls and
Seneca Rock pics attached.

This was my first BMW RA rally and
although the turnout was much smaller
than the Johnson City rally, | thought it
was very well organized and there was
plenty to do. | attended a couple of
the free seminars including the "Stayin'
Safe" seminar with Eric Trow.

Maybe | will do it again next year.
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