
As I stand here on this cold 

snowy February day, and I 

look out and see my bike 

under its cover with a fresh 

thick coat of snow, I am 

counting the days until Spring 

and the new riding season 

begins. I reflect on how and 

why I started riding again. 

 

Like many of you, I owned and 

rode motorcycles when I was 

in my late teens and early 

20õs, and like many of you, 

the motorcycle had to take a 

back seat to other 

responsibilities such as work, 

family and other obligations 

that precluded riding. 

 

Spinning forward 30+ plus 

years, time and money 

became abundant enough to 

allow for a new bike and the 

time to ride it. But, this time it 

was different, in that 

education and training took a 

significantly more important 

role in òhow to ride a 

motorcycleó, in a safe and 

responsible manner. 

 

That was one of the most 

important reasons for me in 

choosing a BMW motorcycle 

and joining a club like Mid 

Atlantic Riders, which puts a 

strong emphasis on education 

and responsible motorcycling. 

 

It is my privilege to have this 

opportunity to serve as 

president of the club for 

2010.  I look forward to 

continuing to promote safe, 

responsible, and exciting 

motorcycle activities. 

 

As I had previously mentioned 

upon accepting the role as 

president, this is not òmy 

clubó, this is òour clubó, and 

òyour clubó. In that vain, I 

anticipate in enlisting 

assistance and participation 

of  the various members of 

this esteem group to 

assistance with group rides, 

destination suggestions, 

weekend get a ways, and or, 

longer touring excursions. Or, 

just a really great place to eat 

which requires a fun ride to 

get there. 

 

As I write this note, I am 

gazing out of my hotel room in 

Tampa Florida where the 

weather is cool, by Florida 

standards, and many of the 

riders here in Florida would 

call this day not suitable for 

riding. But by our standards it 

is beckoning us to get on the 

bike and ride some twisty 

roads at a spirited tempo. 

Although it doesnõt feel that 

way at the moment, Spring 

days are just around the 

corner for us. 

Letõs all make a pledge now 

to make this a great riding 

season, and continue to ride 

responsibility and to seek 

educational opportunities 

whenever available. 

 

Again, thank-you, for the 

opportunity to serve as 

president with Mid Atlantic 

Riders. And look for forward 

to a great 2010. 
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Welcome New 

Members! 

 

Jim Sterling, 

Claymont, DE 

R1100 RS 

 

Joe DõOcchio 

Newark, DE 

R1200 CLC 



Many have wondered, òWhat happened 

to the Riderõs Rag?ó 

Well, quite simply, life takes its twisties 

and turns.  Sometimes, there just 

arenõt enough hours in the day, week, 

or even month.   

Beginning with this issue, the Riderõs 

Rag will be published on a quarterly 

basis.  This will allow YOU more time to 

gather your info, write your article, edit 

your pictures, and submit in time for 

publishing.  It will also allow ME time to 

layout and edit the newsletter and 

hopefully have it published on time. 

The following deadlines will be in place:  

* May 1st  for June 1st publication 

* August 1st for September 1st 

publication. 

* November 1st for December 31st 

publication. 

As always, your submissions are very 

much appreciated.  I would like to see 

each member submit one item per 

year.  This can be in the form of a ride 

report, product or bike review, 

restaurant review, technical article, or 

whatever is on your mind that you care 

to share.  Poor spelling or grammar are 

not a worry as I can edit as needed. 

Please send your info to me as a word 

document.  Pictures should be in jpeg 

format.  You can email to 

Tracy@Novacich.com 

Help us to continuously improve the 

quality and content of the Riderõs Rag! 
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The Riderõs Rag is Back! Tracy Novacich  

Join us on Saturday, March 13th, for breakfast at 

the 896 Diner in Newark. 

Hopefully, the weather will allow for some tire 

kicking beginning at 8:30am.  Breakfast meeting 

begins at 9am. 

The folks at the 896 Diner have a newly renovated 

room and are eager to please.  The food is 

delicious and plentiful - eggs, breakfast meats, 

potatoes, French toast or pancakes, coffee, and 

juice, all for only $8.00. 

While we found the service to be a little slow the 

first time we were there, they are now getting used 

to us so things should go smoothly.   

Weather permitting, we may even have our first 

ride of the season.  

Next Club Meeting:  Saturday, March 13, 2010  
 



Jeff Culbertson, President 

A young 54 year old, which is relative 

depending on which of my doctors you 

ask!  I am currently employed in the 

maritime industry as I have been the 

majority of my adult life; and like many 

of you it was more by default than by 

design.  I started motorcycling in my 

mid to late teens and began with 2-

stroke dirt bikes. 1st bike was a 

Yamaha 250cc dual purpose, then I 

soon moved over to a Suzuki TM400; 

pure dirt bike, and WAY too much for 

me to truly handle.  I soon traded that 

towards a Yamaha 4-stroke 500cc road 

bike which carried me around South 

Florida for several years.  Life's 

activities dictated change, and loosing 

the bike was one of those 

changes.  Like many others, I began 

riding again when the kids finished 

school and more disposable income 

came into existence.  I bought my first 

BMW about 5-years ago, a 02 

R1150RSA, which I put about 24,000 

mils in during the course of 1-1/2 

years.  Since I realized that I like riding 

year round, I traded the bike about 2-

years ago for an 04 R1150RT, and to 

date I have added another 25,000 

miles, and I am expecting to add a few 

more miles before I upgrade again. 

Thinking about an 09R1150GS.   
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M.A.R.S.  Club Officers:  2010  

Michael Vayo, Treasurer 

Current Ride- 1998 R1200C  

  

I starting riding on dirt bikes with my 

son in 2001 . We enjoyed many 

weekends riding together at various off 

road sites. I still have my Honda 

XR200 but I don't ride off road very 

much these days.  I purchased the R 

1200C in 2006 and began my street 

riding experience, I try not to take the 

beemer off road!   

 

I enjoy group rides as well as solitary 

rides to local and long distance 

destinations.  

Tracy Novacich, Vice President, 

Newsletter Editor 

I took the MSF beginners course in the 

summer of 2003 just to learn more 

about riding.  I had no intentions other 

than riding as Mattõs passenger.  After 

a few years of looking at the back of 

his helmet, I wandered off while 

visiting a dealership and ended up 

buying my F650GS.  From then on, I 

was hooked!  My passenger days were 

over.  After several motorcycle trips  it 

was time for me to move up to 

something larger.  I bought a Moto 

Guzzi Norge 1200 but gave it up after 

18 months when I realized that I could 

comfortably ride the bike I really loved -  

an R1200 GS.  With three GSõs 

currently in the garage, the next logical 

step is more adventurous.  This year, I 

hope to work on my off-road skills and 

maybe even take BMWõs off-road 

course in South Carolina.     

Iõve met some great friends through 

our MARS group.   As the winter winds 

down (I hope!), Iõm looking forward to 

riding with everyone once again! 




