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From the President:
JEFF CULBERTSON

| want to be the first to say
thank you to the MARS
members for the growing
involvement of the group!
Attendance at the monthly
meetings appears to be
up, and the participation in
group rides is also on the
rise. More members are
taking the initiative to
volunteer in leading group
rides, suggest new
destinations, or make a
local and regional events
known to the group at
large. There are exactly
the kind of contributions
that will continue to make
this an exciting and fun
club to be a part of, both
now and in the future.

In the past few months,
events have included the
Power to the People Tour,
The Engl i sh
Country Tour of Chester
County and a Guinness
World Book of Records
Ride attempfiwhich
appears to have been
successful and was broken
by a margin of 4 riders!
More rides and events are
in the works including the
1st Annual MARS Rover
Tour which will be held in
early fall and will be here
before we know it. We will
keep you posted as to
exact dates and the

itinerary as the plans start
to gel.

On a more serious note, |
recently came across an
article regarding a study
sponsored by the

G ¢ Governors Highway Safety

Assaociation, which
represents state safety
agencies. The study was
authored by James
Hedlund, a former National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration official. The
article indicated that there
was a 16 percent drop in
U.S. motorcycle fatalities
through the first nine
months of 2009,

compared to the same
period in the previous year.
It further predicts at least a
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ten percent decline over
the entire year, or about
530 fewer deaths. *
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attention was that the

author attributed this

reduction to the poor
economy. Mr. Hedlund
suggested that the sudden
decline might be a result of

a cutback in recreational
driving by motorcyclists:
OMuch motorcy -~
recreational, not
transportaticn
gets cut in bad economic
times is money you spend

on recreation, not money

you spend on necessities

of life like getting back and
fortho.

Continued on pace

DID YOU

RENEW?

Visit our website
for a membership
renewal form.

The club has

annual expenses
and we need your
dues to continue.




From the Pres...continued from previous page.

to ride my motorcycle for its usefulness motorcycle mishaps and deaths.

Additional conclusions for the decline

were: (1) Fewer beginning antcri] econorpy or|1 gdc_iaayoday ba;scljs,d ;e rhap ﬁ t dh e . t?\ ut hbo rés
motorcyclists; (2) An increase in priority with recreational riding as an adde € economy has reduced the humber .
benefit. | make significant efforts to of :recreational 6 ri

given to state motorcycle safety
programs; (3) An increased awareness
of motorcyclists by other drivers; and
(4) colder, damper weather in some
states during the riding season.

practice the safety training | received  opinion that these same riders are less
from both MSF courses and from what | skilled and trained and more prone to
garner reading various articles accidents. Whatever the reason, it is
regarding good riding practices (and always nice to hear about declines in
bad ones that need to be corrected). accidents and fatalities.
While 1 8m not s ur e Likemostofyou,lalso religiously _
dictating the study, or if there was any ~ Subscribe to the ATGATT (All The Gear We look forward to seeing you all at the
particu'ar predetermined conclusions All The T|me), which in itself does not UpC0m|ng me_etlngs and ata group ride
at play, | dondt a Promotesafety (unlessyou actually tegf or two this riding season!

nthe gear with arffuw

economyo6 theory e o

cons i d er my S e | f a but dOES gO to the heal’t Of th|nk|ng and Jeff
oriderd6, | have de actinginasafe manner. From my

conclusions. In keeping with my perspective, it is primarily safety

definition of being a motorcyclist, | tend awareness and concern that
contributes to the decrease in

Next Club Meeting:
Saturday, June 12,2010
Mi chael 6s Restaur ant
1000 Churchmanods Road
Newark, DE

Ride leader and destination to be announced. Visit the website for info: www.midatlanticriders.com

WANTED: Ride leaders and meeting locations

We are looking for meeting locations in Kent and Sussex Counties, Delaware and also Chester County, PA. If you have an idea
for a place to meet and eat, please speak to the owner or manager of the establishment and get back to a club officer with
details.

We also need ride leaders to plan rides on interesting roads or exciting destinations. It can be after a meeting, on a&und
or even a quick midweek dinner ride to the location of your choice. Please contact a club officer to arrange.

This is YOUR club. Getting involved does not take a lot of time. Please consider getting involved!
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Power To The People: Dam It!
MARS Club Ride, April 10th

On Saturday, April 10th, a sunny and mild day, we met at the 896 Diner for our
regularly scheduled breakfast meeting. After a briefing by ride leader, Matt
Novacich, 20 riders and two passengers set

7

pleé.Dam I t!dé tour.

Aptly named, this
tour crossed the
Susquehanna River
twice, and stopped
at several power plants and dams along the approxi-
mately 150 mile route.

With a group as large as this, we decided to splitin tp
two groups for safety and convenience. Matt lead the
first group with Jeff Culbertson leading group two.
Our firststofiConowi ngo Dam. Wedve all travelled
over the dam but not everyone knew of the park down
below. The park attracts many motorcyclists as well as bird watchers and fisherman. You can regularly spot bald
eagles and herons among other birds from the shores of the Susquehanna.

After saddling up, we were off to our next spot,
Peach Bottom. The decision to split the group
proved to be wise as we separated in traffic. After
waiting a few minutes at Peach Bottom, everyone
caught up.

At approximately the half way mark, we stopped

for lunch at the park near Long Level Marina. On

the map, this is just down river from Wrightsville,

PA. As this was the clubds
season, box lunches were purchased for everyone.

The park offered a nice pavilion on a hill with a

view of the river. There was even a play ground for

those of us, like Terry Stoneman, feeling young at

heart!

Just wanted to make a big Public Thank you to Matt and Tracy (and Jeff for being the sweeper) for the great ride
yesterday. We left on time (mostly) we all road well, we did not get too lost (well some of us) the sections were a
"good length of time to ride", the roads were good (except for one small section), lunch was filling and all the riders
where good looking and smarter then average <grin> (even got a chance to pass a Ferrari on the way home <he
must have been stuck in first gear>) Great day, great group, great weather and a great time Thank you very
much for your time and effort  Jim Stirling
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